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START OF INTERVIEW 

[Transcript begins at 00:00:06] 

Katherine Aberle: Alright, so, what is your full name? 

[00:00:06] 

Eduardo Rosas: My name is Eduardo Rosas.  

[00:00:09] 

KA: How old are you? 

[00:00:11] 

ER: Twenty-three. 

[00:00:12] 

KA: Where were you born? 

[00:00:14] 

ER: Guadalajara, Mexico. 

[00:00:17] 

KA: Where do you currently reside? 

[00:00:19] 

ER: In Oxford. 

[00:00:22] 

KA: What is your current occupation? 

[00:00:25] 

ER: I am a waiter.  At [Tequila’s]. 

[00:00:29] 

KA: When did you get to Mississippi? 
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[00:00:32] 

ER: When I was thirteen years old.  So, about ten years ago. 

[00:00:36] 

KA: What brought you here? 

[00:00:39] 

ER: Family.  I’ve got a lot of family here.  My dad, he lived here.   

[00:00:50] 

KA: How do you identify racially, or ethnically?   

[00:00:55]  

ER: Mexican. 

[00:01:00] 

KA: How would you describe your Latino culture?  Or your Mexican culture?   

[00:01:05] 

ER: Diverse right now, for the most part.  It’s different in Mexico than it is here 

though.  Some sort of difference. 

[00:01:15] 

KA: What are the differences? 

[00:01:18] 

ER: Well, there’s definitely a lot more diversity out there.  I guess, just because of 

all the culture, there’s just so many other people, there’s diversity in there.  Most of the 

people that come here, they come from the same background, so it’s kind of very one-

sided.  

[00:01:42] 
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KA: Are there any similarities, that you see between Southern culture, and…? 

[00:01:48] 

ER: And Mexico? 

[00:01:49 

KA: Yeah. 

[00:01:51] 

ER: Yeah, definitely. I gotta say the people, they’re really nice.  That’s one of the 

things, they are very welcoming.  You know?  The people stay together a lot … And the 

food.  Obviously. 

[00:02:11] 

KA: Do you know when Tequila’s opened? 

[00:02:15] 

ER: I want to say, like fifteen years ago.   

[00:02:19] 

KA: Do you know why the owners decided to open a Mexican restaurant in 

Oxford? 

[00:02:24] 

ER: I really have no idea, but I know one of the owners has been here for the 

longest, and there was no Mexican restaurants in here, so he decided to open one. 

[00:02:38] 

KA: So you’ve been here for about ten years.   

[00:02:40] 

ER: Yeah. 
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[00:02:40] 

KA: Have you seen Oxford change as the Latino population has grown?   

[00:02:46] 

ER: Yes, yes, in the past maybe five years, there’s been a growth of Latino 

people.  I’m guessing the growth and the construction, and the expansion of the town, has 

definitely brought a lot more Latinos. 

[00:03:00] 

KA: Along with the growth and population, how has Oxford changed?  To suit 

the growing population? 

[00:03:11] 

ER: Well, definitely, they’ve opened more restaurants, and a lot more Mexican 

stores.  You know, somebody that lives here has, I’ve noticed, they’ve opened, like, two 

or three more places out there.   

[00:03:28] 

KA: So, is Spanish your first language? 

[00:03:30] 

ER: Yes.   

[00:03:32] 

KA: Did you know English before you moved here? 

[00:03:34] 

ER: No.  Barely, I want to say, like, two percent out of what I know now.   

[00:03:41] 

KA: How did you learn English? 
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[00:03:42] 

ER: A lot of cartoons.  Lot of kids’ cartoons.   

[00:03:47] 

KA: (laughs) That’s how everybody learns. 

[00:03:49] 

ER: Yeah, yeah. 

[00:03:52] 

KA: Was language a problem when you first moved here?  Did you go right into 

school?  And was it an issue? 

[00:04:02] 

ER: I want to say for the first three months, it surely was… just ‘cause you don’t 

know anything.  You know, you learn little words, like I want to say ‘experience.’ The 

word ‘experience’ or ‘experiment’ and ‘experimento’ sound similar, so you pick up on 

the little words like that.  But for the first three months, yeah, it was definitely, definitely 

an issue.   

[00:04:29] 

KA: Do you know why your family came specifically to Mississippi, and not say, 

Texas, or somewhere with a large population and high concentration of Mexican-

Americans? 

[00:04:43] 

ER: From what I’ve heard, usually friends of the family were the ones 

established, like, they were here first.  And they opened a restaurant, and you know, the 

family just, you know, helped them out, and…we’re here. (laughs) 
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[00:05:04] 

KA: Would you say that the restaurant caters more to Southern tastes, or to 

Mexican? 

[00:05:14] 

ER: I want to say the Southern tastes.  I’ve been in Texas before, and yeah, 

there’s a difference.  A lot more spicy down in Texas.  Here, they have different plates 

that I’ve seen…the Southern is more catered towards here.   

[00:05:33] 

KA: What percentage of your friends and co-workers are Latino?  

[00:05:40] 

ER: I want to say a good… like a good forty-sixty or forty percent Latino, sixty 

percent any other.   

[00:05:57] 

KA: Did you know before coming here, or had you heard anything about the 

South or Mississippi before you moved here? 

[00:06:05] 

ER: I have no idea.  I had no idea what I was walking into.  I’ve seen from, like, 

movies.  You know, from when we were a child, you see movies.  So you, kind of, come 

in but…uh, there was a difference, but I mean, it’s a very charming place. 

 

[00:06:25] 

KA: How involved would you say you are with either the University or Oxford?  

The town in general? 
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[00:06:34] 

ER: Well, since I’ve been here for so long, I’ve grown to know the locals a lot, 

and towards the University, I like to attend to most of the games, usually baseball or 

basketball, and football, that’s, that’s a thing. (laughs) 

[00: 06:47] 

KA: Yeah, it sure is.  (laughs)  Would you say you feel a part of the Oxford 

community? 

[00:06:53] 

ER: Yes.  Very much, they’re super welcoming. 

[00:07:00] 

KA: Did you, or any of your family members have difficulty assimilating, or 

getting acquainted and becoming a part of this community? 

[00:07:11] 

ER: Yeah, yeah. I think they, kind of, stick with the people they know [within] the 

Latino community.  They barely branch out. 

[00:07:26] 

KA: What else have you or your family members done to, I don't want to say 

“assimilate,” but, you know... become more a part of this community? 

[00:07:50] 

ER: I want to say my family, we’ve gotten to know more people.  And, you know, 

we get to know a lot more people and know Latinos, and usually we know if somebody 

has a problem, if somebody needs anything.  If people outside of the community need 
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help, then we'll usually come and ask and try to help them, most of the time, if we have a 

chance. 

[00:08:20] 

KA: How would you compare race relations in the South to how it is in Mexico? 

[00:08:30] 

ER: That’s a big one for me, actually.  Coming from a town, well, it's a city… 

coming from a city that I came from… I don't know, coming over here… we listen to 

different types of music down there and around here they're very narrow about some sort 

of value type, music-wise.  How they do things [here] is way different than how we do it 

over there.  But I think most of the things, they're really, really similar, just how they treat 

you.  They really are nice, and when you come here they really do try to hug you in and 

welcome you in the community. 

[00:09:10] 

KA: So you've never witnessed or dealt with any discrimination? 

[00:09:20] 

ER: Uh, yeah.  Yeah, I won't s-, part of being, not necessarily all, a little more 

light skin in the community, yes, there's some sort of discrimination.  Now in Oxford?  I 

wouldn't say 'discrimination', I would say, more 'stereotype.'  Often it’s one of those 

things that really was bought into.   

[00:09:40] 

KA: How would you describe those stereotypes? 

[00:09:44] 
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ER: Well… they think you really don't know English, for one.  They actually feel 

like they have to...try and speak Spanish to you, and that's not a problem, unless it's in a 

mocking way.  Sometimes I feel that they're stereotyping of Mexicans is covert.  And 

they just kind of, fold us into, they over-categorize all the people that they come over 

here and they about it and, and they feel like most, most of us are like that.  But, then 

again, they really don't get to see the nice side of the community, when it's together.   

[00:10:42] 

KA: What were your thoughts about the United States before coming here?   

[00:10:46] 

ER: A lot of fun.  They really hyped it up, like it was a lot, a lot of fun.  And it is, 

and, you know, everybody is super nice.  Some of the things, the school, some of the 

movies that you see, you kind of grow up with, you know, you did, coming to the 

university when I was a child, I'd see, like, the way they handle things is just, kind of, like 

I thought it was going to be.  And, yeah, it's...it's what I thought. 

[00:11:10] 

KA: So, are your thoughts about the US any different today? 

[00:11:15] 

ER: In some areas, I guess?  Just the way that I've seen other people behave 

outside of what I thought it was, you know?  Like I said, it's just, it's...it's a lot of diverse 

people.  And it's a lot of points of views here. 

[00:11:44] 

KA: What are your thoughts about, say, Donald Trump? 

[00:11:49] 
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ER: Mm.  Well, you know, that's a very, uh, opinion, I think, mm, you know, I 

think a lot of, I don't think a lot of Hispanic people, really appreciate his, the way he 

comes out about doing things.  I certainly don't.  I don't get easily offended at all, but I 

see how the community really does get offended about it.  He's not a type of person that I 

just would put to run America.  It’s just sad because I do care about this country now.  

More than I ever did.   

[00:12:28] 

KA: What do you see the future of life in this country for Latinos cause the 

population is only growing?   

[00:12:36] 

ER: Mm-hmm.  I believe that in the country for the Hispanics, if everything's 

done right, we have a really good chance of really making an impact on this 

country.  We've been doing it for the past ten years.  Uh, now definitely [the Latino 

population] is growing.  And, well, I mean, you see it everywhere right now.  Even in the 

South, even in Oxford, you can come to Oxford and see that, uh, how much we're really 

helping out, even expand the country.  Or even expand the town itself.  And I think we 

really have a good chance to good in here. 

[00:13:09] 

KA: Do you plan on staying in Mississippi?   

[00:13:12] 

ER: Probably not.  Probably not.  I would say not, but I've liked it here for a 

while, so I'll probably be here for, I don't know, indefinitely, until I would like to go 
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somewhere else, just for the change of it.   

[00:13:27] 

KA: Do you know where you want to go? 

[00:13:28] 

ER: Um.  Uh... 

[00:13:29] 

KA: Anywhere. (laughs) 

[00:13:31] 

ER: Yeah, well, I was going to say north, somewhere north.  I was looking at 

Seattle.  I really want to go check out that place. I was raised in the city, so, it's kind of, 

like, my thing, to kind of just go back.  (laughs) 

[00:13:47] 

KA: Yeah, Seattle seems great.  Do you primarily speak Spanish, or English? 

[00:13:57] 

ER: English now.   

[00:14:00] 

KA: Has everyone in your family learned? 

[00:14:04] 

ER: Everybody except my mother.  She understands it, because, you know, I have 

two little brothers, and we go back and forth.  So, she understands it.  She knows some of 

it, but mostly she speaks Spanish.   

[00:14:18] 
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KA: Do you go back to Mexico often? 

[00:14:21] 

ER: Every, like, two years, when I have a chance.  Before I moved out my 

parents' house we used to go every year, but now I kind of go every two years.  Within 

my free time.   

 [00:15:19] 

END OF INTERVIEW 

 

 

 


