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[Begin Pete & Clara Gerica] 

 

0:00:00.0 

 

Laura Westbrook:  I’m with Pete and Clara Gerica in their FEMA trailer at the site of their 

former home on Bayou Sauvage in New Orleans East.  Pete and Clara rode out the storm in their 

home with their daughter Chris, who was home from LSU, and Pete’s mother Mrs. Gerica.  The 

interviewer is Laura Westbrook and it’s November second. Clara, you were talking about what 

this neighborhood was like before the hurricane. What was it like to live here before the storms 

happened? What are you going to miss? 

 

0:00:14.0 

 

Clara Gerica:  Oh, before the storms, to me this was heaven; that's what I tell everybody. I'd go 

home and lock my gate and shut the rest of the world out. Right now, you can see the pelicans 

are starting. We're going to get about fourty to fifty pelicans on our back pylons. We have a pet 

egret that comes all year long. She's been looking for us 'cause she's hungry. Blue heron sit on 

the back pole; it's just--it's beautiful--it was beautiful out here and it still is. I'd say probably 

seventy to eighty percent of the people out here is going to rebuild, because it's so beautiful here. 

 

0:00:42.7 

 

LW:  You think? 
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0:00:43.4 

 

CG:  Oh yeah; well Charlie and Mary is already back. They've got a trailer on their lot so they 

can clear their land and rebuild. The next lady is not; we own these two and then the gentleman 

over there owns those two and he's definitely coming back, you know. He's in the construction 

business and he loves it out here.  

 

0:00:58.9 

 

Pete Gerica:  The guy on the other side is a policeman and he was going to sell, but now if he 

gets his insurance he's going to build a little camper and keep it. 

 

0:01:06.8 

 

CG:  And then Hutch--Hutch ain't leaving; his is the one with the barge across the front of his 

house. [Laughs] You know, until he's gone and in his grave, he's going to stay out here. He's got 

a house in town and he had a trailer out here. The Lombards are staying.  

 

0:01:22.2 

 

PG:  Jay with Parkway Bakery is going to stay. 
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0:01:22.3 

 

CG:  Yeah; his is the only house standing. He's got a house and it looks like it had very minimal 

damage. 

 

0:01:28.7 

 

LW:  Isn't that amazing, how it just touched down like that. 

 

0:01:31.4 

 

CG:  Right! That's what gets me; how can the insurance company say it's water? You mean the 

wave parted when it hit that house? [Laughs]  

 

0:01:39.3 

 

All:  [Laugh] 

0:01:40.1 

 

PG:  The two houses on the other side, and half the back of the house directly next to it, is gone. 

Skip that house and then go next to the brick houses. They're gone. Wiped out. Nothing there. 

 

0:01:53.2 
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CG:  And they were solid, like our house; we framed it in two by sixes, wrapped in plywood and 

bricked. Our top floor was thirteen feet above the center of the street, and the water didn't get 

that high. But then we lived through it besides, so for them to say, “Water took your house 

down”— Plus, we had a building back here by the fence and we had a fourty-foot container over 

here blocking any wave action that would have hit my house. You know, it--it's just 

unbelievable--these insurance companies. If it was flood, they'll pay it off 'cause that's the 

government. If it's them they don't want to pay it. But they take your money! [Laughs] They 

don't argue about that one!  

 

0:02:32.8 

 

LW:  How did ya'll get started and how did you develop your business? Was it something that 

you did from childhood and that your parents did? 

 

0:02:41.0 

 

PG:  My father was an oyster fisherman. 

 

0:02:44.2 

 

LW:  Where was he from? 
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0:02:46.4 

 

PG:  He lived in New Orleans. He was born in a little settlement called Alban in Plaquemines 

Parish and his mom and his father were from Ston, which was Yugoslavia at the time and now 

it's Croatia. And they built boats and fished oysters, so he got in the oyster business. His dad died 

when he was kind of young and he fooled with racehorses and that's what he did all his life until 

he died; he fooled with oysters and racehorses. I didn't like oysters, so I got into the shrimping 

end, and eventually I got into fin fish and gave up shrimping when they started with the turtle 

excluders and everything else. Then the fin fish became another ordeal. What happened was the 

tree huggers and everybody else decided they didn't like gill nets anymore, so they got rid of us 

with that. But we lived through all that and lost hundreds of thousands of dollars because of it--I 

mean equipment that was deemed illegal, you just had to let it rot because nobody would pay you 

for it. And then now we got this; so. 

 

0:03:50.4 

 

CG:  [Laughs] Fun--fun, but he would catch it; before the storm he caught shrimp, crabs, and 

fish and then I would process it and then sell it at the Farmers Market. So I enjoyed--I didn't 

thoroughly enjoy it--it was okay processing, [laughs] but I thoroughly enjoyed selling to the 

customers 'cause they appreciate it. You know they weren't used to getting the crabmeat. The 

crab guy would pass in front of my house. He's in Alabama and he'd pick my crabs up on a 

Saturday, and then Monday morning he'd process and pick the meat and bring it to me Monday 

at twelve o'clock. Then I'd turn around and sell it at the Tuesday market, so the crabmeat was one 
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day old. You know you can't buy that; anything you get in a grocery store is going to be five to 

seven days old, you know. The flavor is just, mmm--and he does such a beautiful job; the flavor 

is terrific, you know. Then the shrimp was hand-peeled--no chemicals, no machines, no bleach, 

strictly hand-peeled. My daughter would help me, or my sister-in-law. The fish was all cut fresh 

after he caught it--beautiful packaging. You'd buy pure meat--no bone, no skin, no blood line--

you can cut the blood line out, you know--beautiful meat. So the whole shrimp I sell too, but 

yeah; I enjoyed it 'cause they would enjoy getting a good product. People who thought they 

never liked fish started eating fish and got hooked, you know. [Laughs] They were saying, “It's 

so easy and it tastes good and it's healthy too.” You really can't say that about much. 

 

0:05:25.2 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

0:05:25.3 

 

CG:  But yeah; they really got hooked on the fish, especially the drum fish. That was one of the 

biggest sellers. Speckled trout, when I could get it, you know, 'cause there's a limited season and 

a limited time you can catch it, but drum was a real popular fish.  

 

0:05:38.6 
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LW:  Let me ask you this.  With all the aggravation, the ways the guidelines change and so on, 

what is it about this life that makes it worth it to you--that makes you still want to do this?  

0:05:53.0 

 

PG:  It's a labor of love.  

 

0:05:55.9 

 

LW:  Yes? 

 

0:05:56.9 

 

PG:  I've been basically fishing since I can remember. 

 

0:05:59.2 

 

CG:  It's in his blood. 

 

0:06:01.8 

 

PG:  And I got hooked by some old friends of mine in defending the fisheries, so it's kind of like 

a little thing I do sixty days every year--lobby for the fishermen. 
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0:06:12.8 

 

CG:  It's not just sixty days a year; it's a full-time job in between. 

 

0:06:16.0 

 

PG:  But sixty days a session. 

 

0:06:17.7 

 

CG:  Yeah. 

 

0:06:18.5 

 

PG:  So I got involved in that and I met a lot of good people in Baton Rouge—and I've met a lot 

of bad ones, but I met a lot of good ones—and you can create a real long line of friends. Like 

when the storm hit, we had people praying that we was all right from the Carolinas all the way 

back to Texas. 

 

0:06:34.9 

 

CG:  Yeah; and that's what saved us. [Laughs] That's all I can figure anyway.  
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0:06:41.0 

 

PG:  You know, you get to meet these people with other organizations that's doing the same 

thing you're doing--fighting for people's way of living, and the lifestyle, and trying to see that the 

heritage stays there. There's a group of guys in Delacroix Island that mostly come from the 

Canary Islands; they all direct Spaniard immigrants, you know, third or fourth generation 

fishermen, here in Louisiana, not counting the ones that was transplanted here. And they know 

nothing but trapping and fishing, and they want to hold onto their land. Now this is going to be a 

big deal, because who knows if they're going to let them rebuild? 

 

0:07:17.5 

 

CG:  You see, when we first started fighting for the fishermen--it has to be about twenty, 

twenty-five years ago--when we went to the legislature I'd have to fill out the cards for them on 

whether they're for or against the bill 'cause they couldn't write and they would just put their “X.” 

A lot of fishermen who are hard-working and make good money, but had no education, they 

didn't know how to fight for themselves. So how can you not fight for them? You know, 

especially when it's something you want to do anyway; so I'd go up there with other women who 

had their educations and we'd fill out all the cards and we'd pass them out—“Put your X; Put 

your X,” you know, so that they could say they were for a Bill or against a Bill. And now they're 

better; you've got more that have a high school education, you know. More can read and write. 

 

0:07:58.9 
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LW:  And they have grandchildren and networks of people that can help with that now. 

 

0:08:02.6 

 

PG:  Now you got the sons and the grandsons that's fishing, and you got more of them that's got 

at least a high-school education. Some of them have degrees in college and they'd still rather 

fish. I've got a friend of mine that's in Bucktown; he's getting a little old now but he was an 

engineer and he just didn't like it, so he went back to fishing. I got another friend of mine that 

was a draftsman and he worked for twenty years as a draftsman and got off a shrimp boat and 

wound up getting back on a shrimp boat and building the boat that he could go travel the world 

when he retired, and that's what him and his wife is doing right now.  

 

0:08:37.1 

 

LW:  So that's where his expensive education went--into making a permanent vacation for 

himself? 

 

0:08:43.5 

 

PG:  Yeah; he sold his house. His kids thought he was nuts and last I heard they were going 

through the Panama Canal. 
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0:08:51.9 

 

LW:  That's great. Well that's what I hear from everybody I talk to—Isleno, Cajun, or any 

fishermen—is that the thing they love about their life is that they have so much control over their 

life-- 

 

0:09:08.6 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

0:09:09.3 

 

LW:  --They decide when to get up and get out; of course the fish decide that, too.  And they 

have so much experience that they can make or fix anything they need. 

 

0:09:19.0 

 

CG:  Right! 

 

0:09:19.2 

 

PG:  Right! 
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0:09:19.8 

 

CG: Well that's what they used to say to me, “Why do you have so many tools?” Well, because 

he does all his own work. Right now, his big boat is split in half with holes in the bottom and the 

deck is all gone, and the cabin. But as soon as he gets a chance to get it on the trailer, he'll put it 

back together since he built it, and redo it, you know. Yeah; you have to be able to fix everything 

'cause you can't afford to pay anybody.  

 

0:09:38.9 

 

PG:  It's cheaper to fix than build another one--and quicker. 

 

0:09:42.5 

 

CG:  Right; and then you know what you got, 'cause you did it yourself. 

 

0:09:46.9 

 

LW:  Yes.  Well, when did you all hear that the storm was on its way and what did you think? 

You were just saying you've been through them before. 

 

0:09:59.7 
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CG:  Yeah; we've been through Betsy, been through Camille-- 

 

0:10:01.9 

 

PG:  And they kept saying it was a Camille type storm—a twenty-foot tidal surge—that would 

have been three inches of water under my slab--no big deal.  We had that for (Hurricane) 

Georges, we had that for a couple other ones since then. So you just pick everything up that you 

could get up. I had shelving downstairs to lift everything up--welding machines and all the rest 

of the stuff. 

 

0:10:21.7 

 

CG:  I bought food for at least two to three weeks. I had drinks. I had water.  

 

0:10:25.5 

 

PG:  Make sure you got cash, you know, and we-- 

 

0:10:27.8 

 

CG:  Yeah; we even had everything prepared, in case the roof went off, to protect everything. 

We had tarps; we put all the pictures and everything in containers. I just didn't expect the roof to 

go with the ceiling, too! [Laughs] 
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0:10:39.7 

 

PG:  You did the normal preparing and you always thought about your exit plan, in case things 

happened. And none of what we planned--I mean the big boat got torn apart; the little boat--one 

of the little boats stood. And I kept tying it up--and my friend's big boat--and moving them 

around, making sure that everything was all right with them until I couldn't go outside anymore 

and, you know, the plan we had was that if things got real bad you'd just get in the big boat and 

you'd go drive up to a tree and ride it out. 

 

0:11:11.3 

 

LW:  How did the storm manifest itself here? How did it start--it was raining a little bit at first, 

but--. 

 

0:11:17.8 

 

PG:  It was, like, an on-and-off, like a rain, sheets of rain from three o'clock in the morning until 

daylight. Around daylight I went and took my little hike around and threw more ropes on the big 

boat for my friend and threw more ropes on mine and walked around and gave it one last go-

round and saw that the water was getting over three inches downstairs. It was probably about 

eight inches of water downstairs and figured that was still all right 'cause it wouldn't hurt the 

trucks. And everything was high enough that it could handle that; I figured it would go down. I 
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came upstairs and then I said, “I'm going to go downstairs one more time.” So I went out the last 

time, and when I came back in I heard a sound, like a rumbling, and the door had kind of pushed 

in in the hallway, so I kind of nailed that with screwdrivers together to keep the air from coming 

through the center of the house. And then I looked out the window in the little room and I saw 

the houses next door going to pieces—and my little greenhouse. 

 

0:12:20.9 

 

CG:  We didn't know that.  He just told us to move to the hall.  

 

0:12:25.2 

 

PG:  And the yellow two-story house that was already three foot off the ground and two stories-- 

just saw them just blowing to pieces, and I said, “Well, get to the center of the house,” 'cause I 

figured it was the strongest point of the house, and then it didn't take long until you heard--

something that sounded almost like cattle, like a stampede rumbling, and we looked up and the 

sheetrock, the ceiling, the roof--everything went off at one time. 

 

0:12:46.3 

 

CG:  Ceiling fan--everything gone; all you saw was sky. 

 

0:12:51.1 
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PG:  And the walls started folding in, and the house kind of lifted when that happened. 

Obviously I could see, after the storm was over, all the plates from the floor that hold the walls 

up was just--just gone, so all that just boosted right up. And a couple pieces of wood had folded 

in on my mom, so we had to get her unstuck, and Clara had a piece of furniture against her. 

 

0:13:13.7 

 

CG:  The bed had hit my foot. 

 

0:13:16.1 

 

PG:  Got her clear, and my little girl, we didn't know what happened to her. She kind of 

screamed and hollered. 

 

0:13:19.5 

 

CG:  What she said happened to her is, she had gone into her room and the side wall was gone. 

She could see the stuff flying past the attic and the floor was still dry and she just started 

screaming 'cause she didn't know what was happening, and then eventually the floor fell and she 

slid down to the fence and she got hooked on the fence.  At least, this is what she told me 

afterwards, 'cause I didn't know at the time. When the house collapsed-- 
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0:13:43.9 

 

PG:  Well, we found her pants on the fence. 

 

0:13:47.2 

 

CG:  Yeah; when the house collapsed he got his mother loose and I said, “You find Chris, 

okay?” and then I floated off, 'cause after we hit the ground the water started coming up higher 

and I floated off to the back levee. So I didn't know what happened after that. As far as I was 

concerned, Chris was gone and him and his mother were okay. And then he'll tell you what 

happened with him. 

 

0:14:08.4 

 

LW:  You say you floated; was there a strong current--? 

 

0:14:16.2 

 

PG:  Yeah; it was-- 

 

0:14:15.8 

 

CG:  It was just like--you just-- 
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0:14:18.4 

 

PG:  The water was coming up. 

 

0:14:20.1 

 

LW:  So you didn't have any control over where you floated? 

 

0:14:22.8 

 

CG:  No. 

 

0:14:23.2 

 

PG:  No; 'cause you had this hard hurricane-force wind. 

 

0:14:25.3 

 

CG:  With all this rain, you couldn't look at it. You had to keep your back--the back of your head 

to it.  

 

0:14:28.7 
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LW:  So you couldn't really see anything? 

 

0:14:29.8 

 

CG:  No; you could only go to where it pushed you to. 

 

0:14:31.3 

 

PG:  No; it was like sheets of rain. 

 

0:14:32.3 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

0:14:32.8 

 

PG:  When we first hit the ground, my mom and I, and then when I saw her (Clara) it was 

hailing, and she said she got hail further back. . . .I don't know how we got on the other side of 

the fence, there was kind of a blind spot for a couple seconds there from the house collapsing, 

with the floor collapsing rather, and us getting out. I was on the other side of the fence and there 

was water on the highway and we were drifting in the water and I wanted to get to the trees to 

hold us up. I saw a lot of trees when I first looked that way and then by the time we got to them 
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there wasn't much trees left; the water was just swelling. It wasn't like a big rolling wave, like 

everybody wants to say. 

 

0:15:16.1 

 

CG:  No. 

 

0:15:16.3 

 

PG:  Here it was just the water coming up. 

 

0:15:19.7 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

0:15:20.5 

 

PG:  I guess it had no place to go, so it had to come up, and hitting all the levees and everything 

around here, 'cause the protection levees for the city make a border right in front of you and it 

goes all the way down about, maybe, three miles.  So you got something that protects you from 

the wind coming from the lake. I got to the tree, and when I got to the tree, I just reached out and 

there was a nice little smooth Cox cable wire, and I wrapped that around my mom and tied her to 
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the tree. And I tied I tied it kind of tight coming off the telephone pole so it kind of kept the tree 

from bending over 'cause it wasn't a big tree. It was little small trees. 

 

0:15:51.4 

 

CG:  He'll show you the trees when we go out. 

 

0:15:53.8 

 

PG:  And I saw her (Clara) drifting off, and then it got real hard rain for about five minutes 

again, and then when that rain stopped, I looked back and I thought I saw her again but it was my 

little girl. 

 

0:16:07.7 

 

CG:  And our little girl is nineteen. We say little girl, but she's not a little girl. [Laughs] 

 

0:16:11.1 

 

LW:  She’s your little girl. 

 

0:16:11.3 
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PG:  I saw her and the dog, and then I got her to me, and the dog kind of went off to the side and 

got onto what I found out later was the floor of my kitchen. It flew way back over there. And the 

dog sat there for a while and came back across this way for some reason; I don't know. It was 

sitting on some lumber in front of the house and it was rough. The wind was going through 

changes. The eye had passed us by this time, and the wind was--it went northeast, and then it 

went kind of to the north, and then it went west, and then it went southwest real, real hard, and 

that's when the waves--the water--actually came up high again. It swelled one more time; I guess 

that probably was about 11:30--12 o'clock--something like that. The water came up about 

another foot and a half, maybe a little more than that. Then it started slowly going down and it 

took from, say, 12 o'clock to 2:30 for the water to get to where I felt it was safe enough--the 

wind--was calm enough that I could swim against it to get to the boat that I had to get to, and the 

water was low enough that I could probably get out of there. If we couldn't get anything else, I 

could get them to the center of the highway and walk to the big boat, because the big boat was 

sitting high and dry by that time. 

 

0:17:29.2 

 

CG:  Yeah; 'cause the big boat that was in the boat slip broke loose and ended up right in the 

middle of the highway, in the power lines. 

 

0:17:34.7 
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PG:  It came through the fence over here, hit the hill we're on now, and was dragging a pylon, so 

we weren't going to see anything. It kept hitting things and holding them and it--it just happened 

to land right in the center of the crest of the highway and it's got two engines, so it was sitting on 

the back of the struts which is--when you turn the other way it was sitting perfectly level. 

 

0:17:50.3 

 

CG:  That’s a fifty-foot shrimp boat. 

 

0:17:52.2 

 

PG:  So I knew if I could get on, there--there were dry clothes, we had propane for heat and all 

that kind of stuff and they were--they (Pete’s mother and daughter) were just about in 

hypothermia 'cause it was cold. 

 

0:18:00.6 

 

CG:  It was freezing; it was freezing. 

 

0:18:02.7 

 

PG:  So I said I had to go swim off, and my little girl was okay with it, but my mom said, 

“You're going to die; don't leave,” and all this kind of stuff. 
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0:18:09.5 

 

CG:  [Laughs uneasily] She was very out of it. We didn't realize it, but she had cut her arm from 

here to here down to the bone [indicates the length of her forearm]. So she was-- 

 

0:18:16.9 

 

PG:  She probably lost some blood and was in shock for sure, but she just didn't want me to 

leave and I had the dog on a cushion and a big thing I found floating, 'cause at this time the dog 

kept trying to come by a voice, and the dog did fine until I went to swim off. The dog tried to 

follow me and my little girl had to grab the dog again.  But when I swam to the boat--the boat 

was back where it's at right now, but floating--and I had to go through all the brick in the house, 

so I couldn't come out straight to where they were at. I had to come around the back into the 

bayou and then come out, which they still had ropes and stuff from me and everybody else 

around here. So I'd go, like, 15 feet and have to cut a rope out of the wheel and just keep on 

working my way around. 

 

0:19:00.9 

 

LW:  And how were you getting by--I mean, what did you have on?  

 

0:19:04.8 
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PG:  Shorts and a tee-shirt, no shoes.  Now my little girl had a nightshirt with no back, a bra, and 

that's it. She lost her pants and her drawers in the fence.  

 

0:19:17.6 

 

CG:  In the back of the house. 

 

0:19:16.8 

 

PG:  Mom was in a--like a-- 

 

0:19:19.2 

 

CG:  House dress. 

 

0:19:20.2 

 

PG:  --little house dress and-- 

 

0:19:21.7 

 

CG:  And underwear. 
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0:19:22.4 

 

PG:  --she had her shoes and she had a little QVC watch on that was keeping time, so we knew 

what time it was. 

 

0:19:28.1 

 

CG:  Eight dollar watch. 

 

0:19:30.0 

 

PG:  Never lost time; it's still running. Yeah. So she was all right in the sense that she could 

walk and stuff, but she had shoes on and she had just shorts, I think, and [nodding to Clara] you 

had shoes. 

 

0:19:41.4 

 

CG:  Shorts and tee-shirt and I had my shoes. 

 

0:19:43.3 
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PG:  But she had a gray tee-shirt on, which was kind of weird for me to find, 'cause when I got 

down--. I finally got the boat to them and got them in the boat—and everybody is heavy—and 

got them into the big boat and got them dry.  Then I climbed up the rigging which is about thirty-

five feet off the deck. The boat and everything probably put me about forty feet off the street and 

I could see around and I kept hollering, and I thought I heard a call back and I’d make sure it 

wasn't them downstairs hollering at me. And then I went up with binoculars and then I found--

but it was almost-- 

 

0:20:16.8 

 

CG:  Well what happened-- 

 

0:20:17.2 

 

PG:  It was almost dark! [Laughs] 

 

0:20:17.1 

 

CG:  Yeah; I floated to the back, okay. I figured I'd get to the levee and I'd get up on the levee 

and I'd be okay. But you can't get to the levee. They had at least two blocks of debris, this marsh 

grass and objects, so I stood there and that's when the wind shifted and I lost the door. It took the 

door away from me and I went under, but I fought to come back up and I kept grabbing at things 

to help me float. Normally I float with no problem. But with that wind and with that rain I 
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couldn't, and then I found a little desk to hold onto. And it took me down there past those white 

buildings. I was in back of those white buildings down there on that side of the highway, about a 

block behind the buildings in the debris. And then I stood--I remember from riding horses, when 

you get wet, cover yourself, you stay warm. So I stood in the water from here [holds her arm at 

mid-chest level] down and took all the marsh grass and packed it around me to stay warm 'cause 

it was so cold. I was shivering. They turned blue--my mother-in-law and my daughter were 

turning blue 'cause they were out in the weather. 

 

0:21:15.6 

 

PG:  They kept trying to doze off and I kept waking them up, because if you doze off you're 

going--more than likely you're going to go completely hypothermic and then--then you ain't 

going to be coming back. But I--I got them out and got them warm, and found her.  Then I 

couldn't get to her with the boat, so I had to tie the boat up at the front of the buildings and walk 

in chest-deep water back there, digging a hole through the marsh grass--there was floating 

debris--to get to her, and finally got there and I had a little life jacket there, I think. 

 

0:21:43.9 

 

CG:  Well yeah; I put the little life jacket on and I just raised my feet and I floated on my butt, so 

I could go--'cause everywhere there was metal, all cut metal. 

 

0:21:51.0 
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PG:  Yeah; I didn't realize how much tin and debris I was walking through until the next day.  

 

0:21:54.7 

 

LW:  Oh yes! [Gasps] 

 

0:21:57.0 

 

PG:  The next--the next morning the water was gone on the highway, just about, and when I 

went back over there looking, we had--I had found one fire safe, that was my mama's, that day, 

and that was the paperwork. We had another little fire safe which was her jewelry and my 

grandmother's jewelry--all the jewelry from the family--and I went back there looking for that, so 

for three, four days, I kept going back there digging around and looking for that safe. The one 

that was ours I never did find, but I wound up finding hers, with that jewelry, and when I seen 

what I walked through I said, “You know, somebody had to be you know holding me up,” 'cause 

I was barefooted, in shorts. How I didn't get cut I don't know. 

 

0:22:33.6 

 

CG:  Well the thing is, too, I never thought about the alligators and the snakes. There's so many 

poisonous snakes back there it's unbelievable, you know, and I--that didn't—well, I guess 'cause 

I was thinking of my daughter. 
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0:22:43.4 

 

PG:  Well, during the water ordeal they were just as scared as you were. 

 

0:22:43.9 

 

CG:  Yeah. See, as far as I knew she [daughter Chris] was dead; you know, I had no idea 'til he 

got to me that she wasn't. But yeah; he got me out of there. We found a chair so I could get in the 

boat, [Laughs] 'cause I'm so out of shape, and then he got me to the big boat and I got in the big 

boat with him. Then he went to call the Coast Guard because of my mother-in-law's arm. She 

hadn't had a tetanus shot and they had--what's the word for the stuff in the water? 

 

0:23:12.0 

 

PG:  Vibrio. 

 

0:23:12.8 

 

CG:  Vibrio vulnificus--one of those diseases in the water. 

 

0:23:16.6 
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PG:  The bacteria that gets in oysters; it's always in the water. The higher the water is, the more 

you got; it was active and I was really--even though you've got a flush of good water coming in--

I was still worried about open wounds and Vibrio and-- 

 

0:23:29.9 

 

CG:  And we didn't have no peroxide. I can't believe they didn't have a first aid kit on that boat, 

but no peroxide or anything, and then my daughter was having trouble breathing; 'cause she must 

have bruised her rib. 

 

0:23:39.5 

 

PG:  She had bruises all over the back and around the bottom of her ribs. 

 

0:23:42.2 

 

CG:  She was bruised from her neck down. 

 

0:23:42.6 

 

PG:  She bruised her lungs and stuff. 

 

0:23:43.4 
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CG:  Bruised and cut--she's still got marks on her. 

 

0:23:45.5 

 

LW:  Just from all the things bumping into her--? 

 

0:23:47.3 

 

PG:  Bumping in--well she was hooked on a fence by one of my boats was sitting sideways 

against the fence. Where we found her pants and all that, she was in between all that rubble 

'cause what happened when the house came up, the floor split in half and, like, half the floor 

went just a little bit over this way and the other half stood on an angle. She's got pictures of that. 

And she--it was like a chute that she just slid down to the ground and then, well, you had water 

on the ground--about three or four foot, you know, that shoots that current in that so she got 

squished into all the debris. 

 

0:24:21.8 

 

CG:  She was bruised bad. 

 

0:24:21.3 

 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

34 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

PG:  And the dog too; the dog had a breast strap on with about a ten-foot leash and got caught 

up--. 

 

0:24:27.9 

 

CG:  But she was bruised up, too, 'cause she couldn't hardly hold--she cried. 

 

0:24:29.2 

 

PG:  Yeah; the dog--the dog had bruises on her ribs and she was all cut up. 

 

0:24:32.3 

 

CG:  Yeah; she was cut up pretty good, too. 

 

0:24:35.2 

 

PG:  And on the top of her shoulders and that. 

 

0:24:34.5 

 

CG:  But that was Monday--Tuesday he started trying to call the Coast Guard. 
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0:24:41.5 

 

LW:  And did the radio work? 

 

0:24:43.7 

 

CG:  Well, the antenna was broken. 

 

0:24:45.2 

 

PG:  All the antennas swept off the top of the big boat when it came through the pylons.  

 

0:24:48.9 

 

CG:  Steve's boat, the antenna was broken; the little boat, the antenna was broken. 

 

0:24:51.4 

 

PG:  Well no; I took it off the--the little boat. 

 

0:24:53.0 

 

CG:  Oh, okay. 
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0:24:54.4 

 

PG:  And I knew the big boat was all gone, but I said, “Let me go over there and dig around,”  

and--because I had put the antenna from the little boat underneath the floor joist to keep fishing 

poles and stuff, and it had one slot towards the back of the house and I put nicer antennas in 

there, and the antennas was fine. The house went to the ground and most of the fishing poles was 

busted, but the antennas was perfect. 

 

0:25:18.8 

 

CG:  He put the antenna on the big boat and then still couldn't get the Coast Guard; they 

wouldn't answer him. 

 

0:25:23.6 

 

PG:  No; they wouldn't answer. 

 

0:25:25.1 

 

CG:  So-- 

 

0:25:25.7 
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PG:  So a boat--a big boat; I don't know whether it was in the river--the Pacific North answered 

me. I told them what the situation was and he called the Coast Guard got back to me and said 

they would be in within an hour, which it took about two hours to get back. They had to refuel 

and they air-lifted my mom and my little girl off the boat. 

 

0:25:44.6 

 

CG:  Well they couldn't even find us, because we only had Loran readings and they go by GPS. 

But the boat that was in the river converted the Loran to GPS for us, to tell the Coast Guard so 

they could find us. But it gets better. So we thought they were safe; they air-lifted my daughter 

and my mother-in-law out to take them to safety. Well they took them to the hospital on Bullard 

Road that was under water. Nobody did anything for my mother 'cause they couldn't. She 

couldn't get a tetanus shot; it has to be refrigerated and there's no refrigeration. They had no 

medication 'cause everything was on the first floor that was under water. So they stood at that 

hospital in chairs, for two days, on water and crackers. Then that was Monday--Tuesday--

Wednesday--Thursday; Thursday they gave them an option. They said they were going to fly 

people from that hospital to the Superdome. And my daughter says there ain't no way in heck! 

[Laughs] So they said well what about the airport, the international airport and my daughter said 

okay, we figure we'll get a flight out of there. So they flew them to the airport. Well, the airport 

was so bad that they finally--somebody was nice enough to let my daughter use their calling card 

'cause my daughter had no money, no ID--nothing, just half of—well, she had Carol's clothes, 

just the clothes on her back, which was a pair of pants and a shirt--that was it. And they let her 
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use the calling card to call my niece 'cause that was the only phone number she could remember. 

So my niece was going to try and come and get them. Well, they wouldn't let anybody in past 

LaPlace. So they said, well they were going to get a friend of ours who was a cop--he could 

come in; he was getting off of duty at 2 o'clock--he'd come in and get them. So my daughter says 

it's so bad in the airport, let's go sit out on Airline Highway in the dark--that her and my mother-

in-law were safer there than staying in that airport. So they--that's what they did and then a 

young boy, a nurse, came out and said that his mother was picking him up from Baton Rouge 

and that they could ride with them and gave them a ride to Baton Rouge, where they met my 

sister, who then took care of them. So they were better off if they had stayed with us, 'cause she 

didn't get attention to her arm 'til Friday and she ended up--because it healed over, they had to 

put some kind of pump so it could heal from the inside out, and it just healed recently--not too 

long ago. 

 

0:27:56.2 

 

PG:  Yeah; they put a vacuum pump on it and what it does--it's--keeps it dry and pulls it 

together. And it--some of the wound care people there, they didn't think the insurance was going 

to pay for it, but I--I think they're going to pay for it. If not, maybe FEMA will pay for it, but 

they--it shrunk up to about I guess that size, and it's all healed over so, she made out all right. 

 

0:28:14.5 
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CG:  But my daughter was slick, because she said unless you were dying they wouldn't pay any 

attention to you, so she'd just go into a panic attack [Laughs] so she could get something--some 

crackers or some water or something and then they--because they wouldn't even give her that 

without the panic attack. 

 

0:28:30.8 

 

LW:  Wow. 

 

0:28:30.9 

 

CG:  It--it was bad; you know it was--she says it was unbelievable. They were bringing animals 

in the hospital that soldiers were trying to save--anybody and anything they could find, you know 

and yeah, it was unbelievable. ‘Cause we weren't that bad here on the boat. We still had propane. 

He found--got the generator working so we had air one or two nights. We had food. The firemen 

were bringing us food like you wouldn't believe, you know, and drinks and bottled water. 

 

0:28:54.4 

 

PG:  The quarter boat down the road. 

 

0:28:56.6 
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CG:  The quarter boat gave us ham and cheese and bread and ice, you know, so we were okay. 

Don't get me wrong; it wasn't luxury. But we were okay. It was much better than being in that 

water. 

 

0:29:04.3 

 

PG:  They had five-gallon jugs of Abita water floating everywhere. 

 

0:29:06.6 

 

CG:  From US Marine; they had jugs every--and gas to run a generator. All their boats were 

upside down, so he'd just catch some of the gas leaking out you know so he could put it in the 

generator. But yeah; it was unbelievable. It really was. 

 

0:29:19.4 

 

LW:  Now while you were separated from your family, were you in touch with them at all? Did 

you know what was going on with them? 

 

0:29:25.7 
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PG:  The only way we could tell was our friend of ours, Carol--had came in 'cause that was the 

big boat we was on. They come by water--my friend Terry came and they came about the same 

time. 

 

0:29:36.1 

 

CG:  Wednesday. 

 

0:29:36.6 

 

PG:  And they were coming looking for us. They thought we were dead. And they were able, 

when they got out of here, to use their phones to try to get calls to the numbers we had. And we 

had a couple of firemen doing the same thing to tell everybody we're all right. 

 

0:29:50.9 

 

CG:  See I was worried; I didn't know where Chris and my mother-in-law went to and I wanted 

to go find out. 

 

0:29:53.8 

 

PG:  It was back and forth. 
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0:29:53.8 

 

CG:  He wanted to try and find some of our stuff since we lost so much you know. And I just 

knew they weren't okay you know. Finally Carol called, but I found out from my sister--all we 

got out of Carol was, “Chris okay”; that was it, you know. The phone call; you know my sister 

didn't find out I was okay until that Friday or Saturday. Yeah; it had to be that Friday that she 

finally got to my daughter--that Thursday night, Friday morning did she find out that we were 

okay. Now, how okay we were, she didn't know 'cause my daughter didn't know. She left us. So 

she didn't know if we had food and water, you know. Yeah; it was--it was terrible--terrible for 

my entire family all the way around; it really was. Well, like I didn't know Chris was alive until 

that afternoon when he found me. 

 

0:30:45.4 

 

LW:  So you went for--? 

 

0:30:44.8 

 

PG:  About eight hours without knowing anything. 

 

0:30:48.5 

 

LW:  Mmm. 
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0:30:48.6 

 

CG:  And let me tell you, there ain't nothing worse than the thought of losing a child. 

[Emotional] Do you have any? 

 

0:30:57.0 

 

LW:  Not yet. 

 

0:30:58.7 

 

CG:  It's bad; it's really--[emotional] especially when she screamed, and I couldn't get to her. 

That was--that was terrible—it really, really, really was, and I never want to go through that 

again. But now we get to the good part; we get to fight the insurance companies, and try to make 

a living and survive, and it's rough. 

 

0:31:19.7 

 

LW: [Emotional] Now the place where your house was--are we sitting on the spot where your 

house was? 

 

0:31:24.4 
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PG:  No; it was on the other side. 

 

0:31:25.4 

 

CG:  It's that pile of rubbish over there. 

 

0:31:25.5 

 

PG:  On the other side of the pool. 

 

0:31:27.8 

 

CG:  Yeah; we'll show you. 

 

0:31:30.2 

 

LW:  Okay. 

 

0:31:32.3 
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PG:  If--if everything would go along according to schedule, and the stupid Mayor would do 

what he's supposed to do and let people come back and rebuild, which he's another story--I think 

he's trying to discourage people. Schiro handled this a whole lot better back for Betsy. 

 

0:31:47.0 

 

CG:  But Betsy wasn't as bad. 

 

0:31:48.3 

 

PG:  It was almost as bad; it just wasn't as widespread. But it was just as bad as far as the Ninth 

Ward. And the water was out for four--four days.  

 

0:31:56.5 

 

CG:  Yeah; but at the same token it was a smaller area that was affected. This is a lot bigger area 

that was affected and yes, the Mayor, I don't think, is doing the job he should. I don't think he 

knows what to do--you know. 

 

0:32:06.3 

 

PG:  That's like the Governor--if Blanco would have been as smart as I thought she was, the first 

day she should of did-- 
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0:32:12.3 

 

CG:  I don't think it's smartness; it's experience. 

 

0:32:14.1 

 

PG:  She should have called up Edwin Edwards in prison and asked him what to do. 

 

0:32:17.3 

 

CG:  Seriously. He knows--he could handle it. 

 

0:32:21.7 

 

PG:  I know Edwin; I know what kind of man he is; I know how he can make people move. And 

so all she would have had to do was ask for his advice, and she'd have got a lot further than what 

she got. 

 

0:32:29.9 

 

CG:  I think she was just inexperienced, so we all paid for it. 
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0:32:32.8 

 

LW:  Right; who thinks about this when they're running for office? 

 

0:32:39.3 

 

PG:  You know you got to go and humble yourself and ask for the--the best available advice and 

these people--none of them wanted to do that. Everybody wanted to be a boss and they didn't 

know what they were doing. 

 

0:32:48.3 

 

CG:  Well, even after the storm--as far as Nagin, he hasn't pushed to get the services back. We 

still don't have water or electricity, you know. Now, we went to a meeting yesterday and I have 

to give it to our Councilperson, Cindy Willard-- 

 

0:33:02.2 

 

PG:  Cynthia Willard Lewis. 

 

0:33:02.3 
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CG:  Cynthia Willard Lewis.  He was going to tell us to go drop dead. Anybody this side of the 

Industrial Canal--forget it. And she came up screaming. She really did, and she's really putting 

up a big fight. She had a meeting yesterday; she has another meeting out here Saturday. She has 

another meeting Monday in Baton Rouge. She's really fighting for us. And, I mean, she's going 

after Entergy; she's going after the Sewerage and Water Board; she's going after the gas people--

all of them, you know, but without that we wouldn't be getting it, 'cause he didn't want to turn 

this area back on. He thought the other side of the city was more important. 

 

0:33:35.6 

 

PG:  And the whole thing is, in order for people to go and clean something that's been 

underwater fifteen days, you need water.  

 

0:33:43.2 

 

LW:  Right. 

 

0:33:44.5 

 

PG:  You need to be able to have some way of getting bleach and sanitizing things; otherwise 

you're wasting your time. 

 

0:33:50.9 
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CG:  One of the things they came up with, they could take big tank-trucks of water and sit it in 

different areas where people could come get some buckets of water and go start cleaning—

something, you know. But nobody thinks of this because none of them-- 

 

0:34:03.1 

 

PG:  And the military has got all that available. 

 

0:34:04.6 

 

LW:  And they're not asking citizens who know what they need-- 

 

0:34:10.4 

 

CG:  Right. No; right. 

 

0:34:11.0 

 

LW:  --in order to clean? 

 

0:34:12.5 
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PG:  That's like they handled the deal with letting people in and out.  In Houma, which is a little 

half-ass town near Thibodaux, after Juan, they immediately got up a little tag system, like they 

used for apartment buildings, and you went to the Sheriff's Office, which they made available to 

people, and you showed your ID and you got a permit to come in and out. So the police just 

looked, and if you had the permit you got in. If you didn't have the permit you didn't get in, you 

know. Over here, they didn't let you in unless you were somebody from construction or with the 

police department; you know. They wouldn't let me back in--. 

 

0:34:46.7 

 

CG:  But you had a letter from Boh Brothers, which somebody went home and made 700 copies 

and handed them out, and then anybody could come in--thieves included, you know. It--it was 

just terrible. 

 

0:34:54.5 

 

PG:  That's how I got back in. 

 

0:34:56.6 

 

CG:  They almost shot him. 

 

0:34:57.3 
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PG:  I wanted to tie this boat up 'cause it's the only one I got left, and Rita was coming, and I 

knew I was going to get water again, and they said, “You can't come in.” I said, “Bullshit; I'm 

going in,” and I went to go in and they drew glocks on me, you know. 

 

0:35:07.8 

 

CG:  They pulled a gun and were going to shoot him. 

 

0:35:07.5 

 

PG:  They were going to shoot me. “He's going to break through; he's going to break through.” 

So I said, “I'll be back.” 

 

0:35:13.2 

 

CG:  So he could tie--I said, “Look, time it. I'll be back. I'll tell you exactly where I'm going, and 

he's got his daughter and his wife with him, and if you want we'll stay here. Just let him go tie 

this boat up; it's only going to take one hour.” 

 

0:35:22.7 

 

PG:  Wouldn't do it. 
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0:35:23.9 

 

CG:  “It's just the last thing we have,” and they said “No.” 

 

0:35:26.7 

 

PG:  So I got back in the line and I went up to Highway 11, and on the bridge I came across a 

guy I knew that had a couple extra permits, and I got both of those permits and got back in line 

and then they raised 40 kinds of hell 'cause I had just got rejected--. 

 

0:35:42.2 

 

CG:  And when we said Boh Brothers, they listened. 

 

0:35:44.7 

 

PG:  And I went to the guy that was a head of the one that said I couldn't get through and he 

said, “Where are you going?” I said, “I'm working on equipment for Boh Brothers,” and I came 

in. 

 

0:35:50.9 
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CG:  It was unbelievable how unfair, and it's still going on in the Ninth Ward, 'cause they 

testified yesterday. 

 

0:35:54.8 

 

PG:  They got people that's got equipment that they got to get for their businesses, and if they 

get to the stuff now that it's drying out-- If they don't get there quick enough, it's ruined. That's 

what happened to me; couldn’t get in there with fresh water and didn't clean anything, so 

everything went. And they're denying them their right to get to their property. I mean, escort 

them; let them get their stuff out. 

 

0:36:15.3 

 

CG:  One lady said she flew in so that she could go meet the insurance adjustor to get her money 

so she can leave New Orleans, and they won't let her through.  

 

0:36:22.9 

 

PG:  They'll have a bus tour for people to go in there but they won't say, “Let's schedule a bus 

tour with you and your insurance agents to come in.”  

 

0:36:29.5 
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CG:  That would make sense. 

 

0:36:29.4 

 

PG:  Which would be smart. 

 

0:36:31.6 

 

PG:  But they don't do that; they don't think about that. 

 

0:36:32.8 

 

LW:  When I was talking to Paul Arcenaux on Friday, he's-- 

 

0:36:38.1 

 

CG:  That's the pesto guy. 

 

0:36:40.5 

 

LW:  His garden, the little herb garden that he farms, is right next to a church that they're using--

the parking lot is the place where the busses depart from to take residents to view their homes for 

the first time, 'cause it's right across the bridge from the Lower 9th Ward.  You could see those 
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people, when they get off the buses after they've seen their places, and they can't get off the bus 

'cause it's not healthy-- 

 

0:37:04.3 

 

PG:  Right. 

 

0:37:04.8 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

0:37:05.5 

 

LW:  --they just--they all look, even the people who seem healthy, they all look so frail. They're 

just in--you can see they're in shock, and they have to have volunteers just to help them walk 

when they get off the bus, or just sit with them and hold their hand. 

 

0:37:23.6 

 

CG:  'Cause a lot of those people are poor. They owned their homes. 

 

0:37:27.0 
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LW:  They hadn't seen it yet and it looks like-- 

 

0:37:27.6 

 

CG:  That's all they had and it's gone. 

 

0:37:30.2 

 

LW:  It's like another planet where something that looks like what my house used to look like-- 

their houses don't look like their houses anymore and--. 

 

0:37:39.5 

 

CG:  That's like when we went to see his mother's house--it was just a couple weeks after, and 

we were able to get through. 

 

0:37:45.0 

 

LW:  And where is her house? 

 

0:37:46.2 

 

CG:  In--right off of Bullard Road. 
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0:37:46.0 

 

PG:  Yeah; in New Orleans East. 

 

0:37:48.5 

 

CG:  In New Orleans East--what is it--Morrison and Bullard. We went in there and it was 

actually like the “Twilight Zone.” You could hardly breathe; it felt like they took the air away. It 

was--it was dead; everything was dead and destroyed and stunk--but they wouldn't let anybody 

in and I can understand 'cause they were still taking bodies out you know. When he went the 

week before they had body bags lined up you know; so. 

 

0:38:13.0 

 

PG:  Well you couldn't get to where anything from Lake Forest Boulevard to, I guess, about 

Read Road--well a little past Read they still had water and—and off the Chef (Menteur 

Highway) I went about half a block, and there was water. 

 

0:38:28.6 

 

LW:  And when was this? 
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0:38:30.5 

 

PG:  This was the second Sunday after the storm but I did get by Night Drive, which is a little 

ways further down, to a friend of mine, Mike's and Jay's house; they wanted to get some stuff out 

of their house, so we drove over there. He had about that much water in front of his house. And 

we got to the house and they had a little cage with two parakeets, but it was high so the parakeets 

lived, and he had a tank with a big boa constrictor in it--the female boa constrictor--and we got 

that in the truck and he grabbed some jewelry and stuff that he wanted. He knew what to grab, 

but we couldn't stay in there long 'cause we--we couldn't see. We didn't have no lights. And that's 

when I realized that the first thing you need is some kind of headlight on you to go into these 

places to work. You know, we thought about boots, and we thought about bringing bleach to 

clean your hands and all when you got out of there, but we didn't once think about light. We 

figured you'd open a window up and you'd get light. Well the windows was all full of that stuff; 

you can't see anything, you know. 

 

0:39:20.6 

 

LW:  Yes; and they're all blocked by the contents-- 

 

0:39:22.3 

 

PG:  Plus, everything inside the houses over there, I guess from the military trucks running up 

and down the streets and all that, looked like it was inside a washing machine 'cause stuff from 
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one room was in another room and upside down and everywhere, you know. That didn't happen 

to us in Betsy; with Betsy, everything kind of stood in place you know--except for the lower 

houses that the--the amphibious trucks passed by and turned everything over in them. That's the 

same thing that happened this time. But I got the stuff out of there, and got back, and got to my 

mom's house the following Wednesday, I think it was is, when--everything was still leaking 

water out of the house and all that 'cause it just got a pumped dry. I wasn't supposed to be there, I 

don't think, but I went there anyhow. I kicked one of the doors to get in, and marked all the 

doors, so that the military wouldn't come back in and mess everything up. But it's a mess over 

there; it really is. 

 

0:40:15.7 

 

CG:  Well you see she's in a bad situation because she had homeowner's which will cover her 

roof, but she had no flood, 'cause she couldn't afford it. She's seventy-seven, on Social Security.  

 

0:40:25.1 

 

PG:  She just cancelled it a couple weeks before the storm. 

 

0:40:27.4 

 

LW:  I'm in the same boat, because renter's insurance won't cover flood. 
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0:40:30.8 

 

CG:  No; and FEMA we found out from going to a conference with the farmers and so forth, you 

only get approximately $5,200 for repairs; you can get essential needs; you did get the money 

you already got but the maximum anybody is going to get is $26,000. 

 

0:40:49.3 

 

PG:  You've got to subtract the $4,300 that they gave everybody-- 

 

0:40:52.7 

 

CG:  Everything--they'll do medical but anybody like her who needs about $30,000 or $40,000 

to fix her house, she's going to get $5,000 or $5,200--whatever it is. 

 

0:41:03.1 

 

PG:  I think it's $5,200 or $5,500. 

 

0:41:04.3 

 

CG:  Something like that. 
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0:41:05.2 

 

PG:  Now you will get whatever you can add up that's necessary living things like-- 

 

0:41:11.1 

 

CG:  Clothes, food-- 

 

0:41:13.2 

 

PG:  --refrigerator, clothes. 

 

0:41:13.3 

 

CG:  Yeah. 

 

0:41:15.0 

 

PG:  Stove, washer, dryer; some allowance for a car. But it can't--it won't total over $26,000.  

 

0:41:24.1 

 

CG:  So she-- 
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0:41:24.6 

 

PG:  Now years--years ago they didn't do that 'cause I know people that storms in the past, like 

Andrew, got as high as $60,000 out of it. 

 

0:41:32.3 

 

CG:  But now it's limited you know. Well in our situation like I said if my insurance would win 

the case, which I can't see how, we can't rebuild. That's it. We're wiped out.  

 

0:41:45.6 

 

LW:  Well, that just can't happen; there are so many people who can tell what actually did 

happen. 

 

0:41:51.7 

 

CG:  Well, that's what we're hoping. 

 

0:41:53.2 

 

PG:  You see, most of this forensic stuff is gone. I mean they didn't-- 
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0:41:55.6 

 

CG:  But we're lucky enough that we have somewhere else to go. But how many people don't, 

you know, that they're doing this to?  

 

0:42:02.5 

 

LW:  So you're picking yourselves back up, and you're going to get out there and start working 

again? 

 

0:42:10.2 

 

CG:  As soon as we can. 

 

0:42:09.3 

 

PG:  Oh yeah; I'm going to-- 

 

0:42:10.6 

 

CG:  We need the water and electricity. 
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0:42:13.2 

 

PG:  I'm going to go across the river and get some resin, and I got the boat where I can work on 

it, and I'm going to go buy a sander, and it looks like I might have—well, I'll either have water 

from the city or water from me. 

 

0:42:22.4 

 

CG:  By next week. 

 

0:42:22.8 

 

PG:  Next week--I need water to work on everything.  

 

0:42:26.3 

 

CG:  The well--everything broke off the well, so we have to go get the tank and the pump and all 

that you got to order. 

 

0:42:30.8 
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PG:  I'll get all that stuff working, and one way or the other I'll have water. So once I get water I 

can fix the boat, and once I fix the boat I can go back out and throw crab traps out and go catch 

fish. 

 

0:42:39.4 

 

LW:  Now are you worried about the water quality? You said that-- 

 

0:42:42.3 

 

CG:  No. 

 

0:42:42.5 

 

PG:  No; I work with DHH and DEQ and we sampled from the third week after the storm, and 

sampled all of Lake Pontchartrain 'cause that's where everything pumped into, and the whole east 

side of Lake Borgne, and everything so far has looked good--no contamination. 

 

0:43:04.0 

 

CG:  I've eaten some of the shrimp; I couldn't wait. I told my friend; I said, “I'm having 

withdrawals. I have to have shrimp.” [Laughs] So she caught some and gave me some and we 

fried some and boiled some. It was real good. 
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0:43:13.7 

 

PG:  We had a tour we took the Legislators on with the seafood Friday; we took them to Venice 

to show them Ground Zero there. Well actually it's there from Myrtle Grove through Empire and 

Buras, and then Venice gets a little better. But we showed them the devastation everywhere--the 

oyster boats on the levees, pogie boats in the middle of the highway-- 

 

0:43:34.8 

 

CG:  But you see; what we have--what's happening and--and not just us; this is across the border 

on fishermen, even if you can go back and work who do you sell to? Where do you get ice from? 

Where do you get bait from? 

 

0:43:45.8 

 

PG:  We don't have anymore infrastructure.  

 

0:43:46.3 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

0:43:46.2 
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PG:  Down here we had two docks--one at the Rigolets and one over here and plus we had the--

the girl over in St. Bernard--Teresa is Vietnamese--two of the docks are owned by Vietnamese. 

This Vietnamese guy over here is totally wiped out; all the big boats he had tied up in the back, it 

took his ice-house and his freezers out. He lost a million pounds of product over there. It cost 

him about, maybe, two and three-quarters to three million dollars just to get started again, and 

then he don't have no working capital. The dock--the people don't realize the way a dock works. 

The dock pays cash, and sells on credit. So he's got ninety days out on the money that he's 

working with, at least. And for some people it's longer than that 'cause they pay you real slow if 

they're shipping to New York or places like that. And then he's got peeling machines that was in 

there that was Lathram's that's--I don't know who is responsible for that--but the shrimp peeling 

machines are gone; they're destroyed. His freezers, like I said, all his freezers are down; his ice-

plant made about forty—forty-five tons a day, which is just barely enough to keep us working. 

His fuel tank capacity--if he had a bunch of boats came in he had to have a fuel truck there to 

pump in his tank the next day 'cause he only had enough fuel for us for one day, so we have no 

fuel down here. We have no ice. We have no water. So we got to get this infrastructure built up. 

We're trying to work out a deal with the military to get some large generators in, like in Venice 

and places that might be able to start working right away, so they can make ice and have enough 

electricity to pump fuel, 'cause if you get a fuel truck in you still got to pump it. 

 

0:45:29.1 
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CG:  There's one dock we understand that is working in Lafitte, but he has to limit the fishermen 

to how many days they can go out, because he doesn't have enough ice for them. Now we're 

okay personally; once we get our well working we have the ice machine. He can fix it; it will be 

enough for us to work and we have somebody to process, and a place to go process, and sell 

ours. But the average fishermen doesn't because-- 

 

0:45:47.8 

 

PG:  No; I got-- 

 

0:45:49.1 

 

CG: --even if you find a dock to sell to the dock doesn't have a place to send it to be peeled and 

restaurants don't want whole shrimp; they want peeled. 

 

0:45:55.6 

 

AE:  Now before the storms, what was your market? You sold at the Farmers Market but was 

that your major outlet--? 

 

0:46:05.2 
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PG:  Well the Farmers Market was, like, the majority of the income we had because it’s value-

added, so you can sell one-third and make the same price. And the surplus went in town to 

(Harlon’s) LA Fish or it went to Tommy Duhon down the block. The small shrimp all went to 

Tommy Doo; all the fish went to Harlan Pierce and the excess soft crabs went to Harlan Pierce. 

Harlan has been working since the sixth--I guess three days after the storm. He's got a satellite 

place in Baton Rouge that he works out of; he had that and the place in Kenner, across from the 

airport, working. He got a lot of seafood shipped in, but they also had four boats that was 

offshore that had shrimp on them that he would come in with like forty tons of shrimp that was 

frozen. He had to unload 'cause he had to find fuel to keep the generators going. So he got 

hooked up with the LeBlanc Boys and unloaded their boats, and got shrimp into the city and got 

them to the markets.  His big thing right now is trying to find people to peel, and to freeze them. 

He bought shrimp from four of my friends down here and he sent them to Triple T in Houma to 

get froze. He wound up losing money on that deal, 'cause somehow or another he got beat on the 

poundage, you know. But he's trying to get a little bit of a situation where he can buy at a good 

price to the fishermen, 'cause he's got a son-in-law who has got Zia’s  Restaurants—a real good 

entrepreneur—and also a bunch of other restaurants that want Louisiana product, guaranteed 

Louisiana product. So he's trying right now to find a peeling plant that he can work and--and just 

directly market the stuff himself at a high end. That's what we've been working on with the 

Seafood Board before the storm--was trying to get to where, if you took excellent care of your 

stuff you got a Grade A shrimp, and we'd pay you more for it, to try to get the quality of shrimp 

back up to beat the imports. And so he's still working with that, and we've got people at the 

university working with us with that.  
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0:48:00.9 

 

LW:  Which university? 

 

0:48:01.6 

 

PG:  LSU; the Ag. Center. 

 

0:48:02.3 

 

CG:  LSU. 

 

 

0:48:03.5 

 

CG:  They help a lot--the smartest commercial fisherman and he knows a lot. 

 

0:48:06.9 

 

PG:  John Bell and--and Ken Roberts, who is Nash Roberts' son.  

 

0:48:10.0 
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CG:  [Inaudible], Mark Schexnayder-- 

 

0:48:12.8 

 

PG:  All these people have been working with us. 

 

0:48:13.7 

 

CG:  They help the industry a lot; they really do. 

 

0:48:16.4 

 

PG:  They--they are real quality people. I mean Ken Roberts offered me his dad's house, when 

he found out I lost mine, in Folsom 'cause the old man is in a nursing home and I told him, you 

know, “Thanks but no thanks.” It's just as far as Baton Rouge and I didn't want to take 

somebody's house. I got the apartment and this (FEMA trailer) and I stay here a couple days and 

go to sanity in Baton Rouge and get yourself back together. 

 

0:48:41.0 

 

CG:  Go get a bath and air-condition. 

 

0:48:42.4 
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PG:  I've had people that, you know-- 

 

0:48:44.8 

 

CG:  This is the first day that we've had air-condition and you see it doesn't last long. [Laughs] 

 

0:48:49.2 

 

PG:  I made friends throughout the years in weird places, like with the university and Clemson, 

and up in the Carolinas, and stuff like that. These people, we communicate back and forth. We’re 

going to Seattle-- 

 

0:49:01.0 

 

CG:  Seattle, Washington-- 

 

0:49:03.1 

 

PG:  For a fish expo-- 

 

0:49:04.4 

 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

73 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

CG:  To see the guys from Alaska-- 

 

0:49:05.3 

 

PG:  The guys from Alaska. 

 

0:49:05.9 

 

CG:  They want to help the fishermen down here. 

 

0:49:08.0 

 

PG:  They want me to go sit in a booth and explain everything, and they're going to have a fund-

raiser to try to get money for the fishermen in Louisiana. 

 

0:49:14.1 

 

CG:  They were willing to send a factory boat down if we needed it; in other words it has an ice-

plant on it, fuel on it, can process the shrimp right on it, if that's what we need. They'll try to send 

us one of those; they just want to know what it is we need them to send down here to help, and 

where. 

 

0:49:26.9 
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PG:  I keep telling them the main thing is infrastructure. And we've got to do it--it's not just one 

location. We need something here in the East; we need something down at the mouth of the river 

and then we need something between there and home, like around Grand Isle or something 

'cause the two main docks in Grand Isle is gone, the ones that's closest to the water. And Wayne, 

who has got the dock that's furthest out, which is the first place that boats would come into, is not 

rebuilding. He's had a rough go for the last couple of years; he had lost a son and a whole bunch 

of other things. Plus, with losing money in the business, with the imports, and now losing 

everything with the storm, he says no, he can't take anymore. He's gone. 

 

0:50:03.2 

 

LW:  Well, if you were in charge of reconstructing things around here, what would be the main 

things that you would be looking out for? How would you want to do it to take into account 

some of the problems from before, even before the storms, and make things better for fishing 

people? 

 

0:50:21.9 

 

PG:  Well the main thing is to get like something, like the plant that was down the block, 

working, and a lot of fishermen say, “Well, why do you want to help the plant out?” Well, 

because the plant is our backbone--without a plant you have no place. You've got to have fuel; 

you've got to have ice; you've got to have somebody that buys. You could peddle, but you can't 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

75 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

peddle everything. And there's an abundance of seafood right now. I mean, the samples I was 

taking out in Lake Pontchartrain it--it's insane that, if the bottom wasn't as bad as it is right now 

with debris, you could go out there and you could make a lot of money quick. It would be just 

like with Forrest Gump. 

 

0:50:52.3 

 

CG:  But when you come in there's no place to sell. 

 

0:50:52.7 

 

PG:  But there's so much debris and there's no place to sell; you don't have enough ice to handle 

the volume of shrimp. I know a guy with a small boat that, on the last moon cycle, which we're 

getting ready to get on the moon cycle right now again, but the last cycle a couple weeks back he 

wound up with 3,000 pounds of shrimp in a little bitty boat back at Bayou Bienvenue. 

 

0:51:09.2 

 

CG:  It's funny. 

 

0:51:10.3 

 

PG:  And he didn't know how to ice them up, how--where it was going--anything. 
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0:51:12.7 

 

CG:  He ended up losing them. 

 

0:51:14.6 

 

PG:  --so he had to go in to a friend of mine in Kenner and unload some of them--. 

 

0:51:19.4 

 

CG:  And lose some. 

 

0:51:20.2 

 

PG:  And lose some. 

 

0:51:21.2 

 

CG:  But that's just it; the seafood is there. The seafood is good--better than ever; the crabs, they 

say, are beautiful right now but there's no place to sell them. 

 

0:51:29.8 
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PG:  And the crab price is down to the ground. You've got a pretty good amount of crabs in 

Baltimore, so they don't need our crabs right now, and then you've got a lot of peeled--picked 

crabmeat coming in from Venezuela, which is fresh. If they can't sell it, they drop the price lower 

to get rid of it, so that's killing the crab industry right now. The only thing that's kind of strong 

right now is fin fish. I talked to one of my friends from over in the other end of the state, on the 

other side of Lafayette, he sells fresh-water catfish and stuff like that, and he needs catfish. He 

says he's got a lot of big catfish coming in but he needs smaller catfish. I can go out and catch 

that, you know, and meet him; he said he'd meet me in Baton Rouge, so that's another thing. I'd 

have to hold them here in a big box and then meet him in Baton Rouge and unload. No way I'm 

going to do that. 

 

0:52:21.1 

 

LW:  Ya'll are doing a lot of driving these days, aren't you? 

 

0:52:24.6 

 

CG:  Well, I'll put it to you this way-- 

 

0:52:25.0 

 

PG:  Fuel is bad. 
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0:52:26.4 

 

CG:  We bought the new truck, 'cause we lost all three of our vehicles. We bought the new truck 

September 23rd. It's now November 2nd or 3rd. We have over 8,000 miles on it. 

 

0:52:36.3 

 

PG:  Yeah; close to 9,000 miles. 

 

0:52:40.0 

 

CG:  That's what--a month and a half. 

 

0:52:42.6 

 

PG:  And it's going to get worse. 

 

0:52:43.5 

 

CG:  Yeah. 

 

0:52:44.0 
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PG:  Because, as I start working again-- 

 

0:52:46.9 

 

CG:  We have to start hauling. 

 

0:52:48.6 

 

PG:  I've got to start hauling seafood besides driving back and forth.  

 

0:52:51.9 

 

LW:  And you're going to be sharing that truck? 

 

0:52:54.4 

 

CG:  If I-- 

 

0:52:56.4 

 

PG:  Yeah; she's going to need that for hauling. 
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0:52:57.8 

 

CG:  If I can't get anything to build the house [referring to insurance], I surely can't buy a 

vehicle. I'll be up the creek! [Laughs] 

 

0:53:02.7 

 

PG:  So when we do the market, whatever we catch, I'm going to have to catch it two days prior 

to when she's going to go, go to Kenner to process it at my friend's plant 'cause we don't have the 

facility anymore, and hold everything in his coolers. Then she's going to have to drive up there 

and then drive to the market. 

 

0:53:22.2 

 

CG:  [sarcastically] Fun! But I don't mind; I'm ready. I'm ready to go back, but it's going to be 

hard here. 

 

0:53:26.5 

 

PG:  Now, he's got a mobile trailer and I'm checking with the Board of Health people to see if I 

can use that here, 'cause it's triple sinks and the whole nine yards. If I can have that as a little 

satellite--just to cut fish, you know. 
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0:53:39.1 

 

LW:  That would be great. 

 

0:53:40.0 

 

PG:  Then I won’t have to drive to Kenner to cut fish. [Laughs] 

 

0:53:45.1 

 

CG:  Yeah; it's already health approved. We've just got to make sure it's health approved for 

what we want to do. 

 

0:53:47.5 

 

PG:  Ever since the storm--it was, like what, a week and a half after the storm that I did the LPB 

thing? 

 

0:53:55.1 

 

CG:  Yeah. 

 

0:53:54.9 
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PG:  And I've been trying to figure out how to get everything rolling and get back to work. It 

looked like maybe three or four weeks, and then that three or four weeks got delayed because of 

Nagin, with no water and no services, so it's getting close. We do have people that started 

shrimping last week. There's four boats out of here that's working, and there's eight boats out at 

Venice that's working, and I think they got three or four in Bayou Bienvenue that's working. 

 

0:54:18.8 

 

CG:  And even though he lost his boat, his rigging is good, so he's putting it on a friend of his--

his boat. 

 

0:54:22.9 

 

PG:  Yeah; his boat was all busted up on the highway. 

 

0:54:25.1 

 

CG:  One of the ones that was in the highway. 

 

0:54:26.2 

 

PG:  So-- 
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0:54:26.6 

 

CG:  He fixed his boat; he's putting another engine in and he's going to use his equipment and 

they'll go out together--. [Laughs] So a team.  

 

0:54:34.1 

 

LW:  Altogether you'll have a working boat? 

 

0:54:35.3 

 

PG:  Yeah. 

 

0:54:37.2 

 

CG:  Right; so we're just going to share. [Laughs] 

 

0:54:39.3 

 

PG:  I told him--he's an electrician by trade and I told him, “Well, just put my rigging on your 

boat and use my nets,” 'cause I did find two sets of nets that he can use. That's fine, and when 

he's not using it I will go use the boat. 
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0:54:53.9 

 

CG:  Yeah; so we'll share boats for a while. [Laughs] 

 

0:54:56.6 

 

PG:  I got a dentist friend of mine who is like a brother to me. He lives in the Venetian Isles and 

his boat made it. I built the boat for him and I've been using his boat for night-rigging ever since 

we built it about 18 years ago so that boat is available, so I got two boats that I can drop into here 

to work plus one at home; so. [Laughs] 

 

0:55:16.6 

 

LW:  So the little resources are just spread out--? 

 

0:55:20.9 

 

CG:  And you need to have friends. [Laughs] 

 

0:55:22.6 
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PG:  I got people that I've helped out throughout the years, and people that I'm real close to, and 

it's like, “Okay, if you got to come work down here, come use the boat,” you know. “You know 

where it's at, untie it, fuel it and go out.” 

 

0:55:32.7 

 

CG:  That's one thing about most fishermen; they really do have good hearts; they really do. 

 

0:55:36.5 

 

LW:  And even people that you've never met before, like the people in Seattle and Alaska. 

 

0:55:39.7 

 

CG:  Oh yeah. 

 

0:55:41.8 

 

PG:  Oh yeah--oh yeah; I had people from Maine call me up and I still got to get back with them. 

They got a little fishing organization and they had a little extra funding, and they said they were 

going to have some fund-raisers and they wanted to know how they could help the fishermen in 

Louisiana. 
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0:55:54.0 

 

CG:  If nothing else, “adopt a fisherman” to help them out--you know. 

 

0:55:56.9 

 

LW:  Now, how did they hear about you?  

 

0:56:00.4 

 

PG:  Well, through the Seafood Marketing Board or through websites. They do these web 

searches and they find the organizations, and then they drop into me. and then one thing leads to 

another. I understand that now you can drop in on my name and you can bring the interviews that 

we did with my little girl through her name. 

 

0:56:22.3 

 

CG:  'Cause we did an interview with NBC, because they wanted-- 

 

0:56:26.7 

 

PG:  It's amazing what they can do with computers. [Laughs] 
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0:56:27.7 

 

CG:  They wanted to show how the LSU students had it so terrible. Weren't they upset that their 

parents and their families were now living with them. The only problem was is my daughter 

didn't feel that way and neither did her roommate. 

 

0:56:38.6 

 

PG:  And neither does her roommate. 

 

0:56:41.0 

 

CG:  They were glad that we were alive and that we were there. Her roommate is a little girl she 

grew up with, and her parents would have stayed in the house, but because she was alone they 

left and went to Baton Rouge. Well, their house got six or seven feet of water and didn't find 

anybody there for two weeks, so they--they probably would have died. So they were tickled to 

have us and the reporters kept saying, “Isn't it a problem? You mean you can't party now and--?” 

And my daughter says, “I didn't party before and I don't care; I have my family and that's what 

counts.” You know, they were really pushing hard to get her to say bad but she wouldn't do it. 

 

0:57:12.8 

 

PG:  Neither would the other little girl. 
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0:57:14.8 

 

CG:  No; both of them were just tickled to have us. They have us and our animals. [Laughs] 

 

0:57:18.8 

 

LW:  That's the kind of question only somebody who just has not experienced anything like this 

would ask. 

 

0:57:24.4 

 

CG:  I couldn't believe they asked that. 

 

0:57:24.3 

 

PG:  Even some of the people that I'm--I'm really close to, that have plants and stuff, they're 

working and they understand that there's mess, but they don't know what it's like until they go 

out to Ground Zero. That's why, on the trip Friday, we took some of the fishermen that’s not 

from the same areas that belonged to other organizations. And we had Senate people, and the 

House people from Natural Resources with their staff people, and a few key people like the guy 

that runs Acme Oyster House came with us, and we had somebody else from another restaurant 

with us. We brought them down there just to see exactly what was going on. Had a couple 
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fishermen from like--one from Port Sulphur, where Pete Vujnovich, who is an oyster fisherman, 

talk on the ride down and explain, “This is how my business worked before the storm and this is 

what's happening now,” and explain to them, you know. When we pass these areas they’d say, 

“Well this is where my house was and now it's shifted four-feet off the pylons; I can't go in it and 

my boat is God knows where you know.” And that's the main thing; we've got a lot of people 

that's missing boats right now and we don't know where the hell they're at. I mean it's--it's a big 

toss-up. We don't know where they're at. We found some of them but some of them we'll never 

find. 

 

0:58:40.7 

 

LW:  And you said some of them have sunk. 

 

0:58:42.1 

 

PG:  Yeah. 

 

0:58:42.5 

 

LW:  And then some of them just washed over? 

 

0:58:43.5 
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PG:  We seen a couple of them we could identify when we left here that Sunday, that was six 

days after the storm crossing the lake, 'cause the only way out of here was by boat. We left from 

here and went to Salt Bayou and got in the truck and then drove to Baton Rouge. On the way 

across the lake, we could identify them by the--the shape of the bow of the boat and all that and 

say, “Well, that's so and so's boat,” “That's so and so's boat,” but we knew they were going to 

sink once they lose an air pocket. They're going to go down and you know there's other ones that 

probably were sunk before that--that we never seen. 

 

0:59:13.4 

 

CG:  That's like the Vietnamese; they had three of them on a boat because that was both their 

home and their boat, and the boat broke loose and ended up by the bridge, huh? 

 

0:59:22.0 

 

PG:  Yeah. 

 

0:59:22.7 

 

CG:  And it sunk with them on it. Well, they climbed on the bridge and they were okay; 

somebody picked them up and saved them but-- 

 

0:59:28.4 
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PG:  Yeah; the military brought them down. 

 

0:59:29.1 

 

CG:  They couldn't save the boat even being on it, you know. It went down So it's just--it's 

rough. 

 

0:59:35.1 

 

PG:  The day after the storm, when it was nothing but mud on the highway, two of them were 

actually walking down the highway with their shoes around their neck with the shoestrings tied, 

barefooted, with a half a jug of water. 

 

0:59:47.3 

 

CG:  Vietnamese. 

 

0:59:48.3 

 

PG:  And they asked me--they asked me if I thought that Highway 90 was good all the way to go 

to Bay St. Louis? I said, “Why in the hell are you going to Bay St. Louis?” They said, “Well we 

lost the boat and now we want to see if our house is okay. We don't have no more business and 
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we want to see if we got someplace to live.” So they were going to go see their family and I 

found out later that they got stopped by Pearl River by the military, because the military was 

backing everybody from that end into Pearl River, and they wound up hooking up with their 

family and they did lose their house. 

 

1:00:15.5 

 

LW:  Well yes; there's--there's nothing there. 

 

1:00:17.0 

 

PG:  Yeah. 

 

1:00:17.4 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

1:00:18.7 

 

PG:  So they lost-- 

 

1:00:18.8 
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CG:  But they didn't believe us; they had to go see. 

 

1:00:19.9 

 

PG:  They had to go see because they had nothing left. Most of the guys, they deal with the 

bigger boats, like the one that wound up on the bridge. For safety, they lived on their boat, but 

they would go to Venice and live by the dock down there for maybe two months while the 

shrimping was good down there, and then they'd come back over here to where they could be 

close to the community and go to church and everything else. They’d work out of the dock, but 

the house was the boat, so they just moved from here, to Venice, to Waveland, and made a circle 

like that, and that's how they lived their whole life, you know. And once they lose the boat, that's 

it. You’re know talking about a $400,000 or $500,000 boat they lost. You know there's--there's 

no way in hell they can replace that. 

 

1:01:01.5 

 

LW:  Have you heard about where some of those people are now? 

 

1:01:03.6 

 

PG:  They're all over the place. The little Vietnamese priest down the line has been--actually he's 

been like a saint. 
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1:01:09.3 

 

CG:  He was on TV, yeah. 

 

1:01:11.3 

 

PG:  He has been visiting people that's been displaced and brought them back--they had moved 

them all to these different shelters and stuff. He's visited them as far away as Texas and told 

them that things is all right. In fact, he got some on a bus ride to come back to the church for 

services, so they could see the church and-- 

 

1:01:25.4 

 

CG:  He's working hard; he's doing good, and they are religious. 

 

1:01:28.1 

 

PG:  --that the community is starting to come back, and if they want to come back home they 

can try to get a trailer from FEMA, you know, and--and try to make the best of things. 

 

1:01:35.3 
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CG:  Oh they started cleaning up. The section you passed by Michoud, that's Vietnamese 

Village. That's almost all Vietnamese in there. The bakery; I can’t wait for it to came back; they 

make the best French bread you ever ate. But they've already started. As a matter of fact, when 

we talked to Tom--Tom down here by our dock--Pete said, “Well, how did the Village make 

out?” He says, “Huh; they got three or four feet of water; that's nothing.” He said, “They'll be 

fine. That's minor to them, you know.” 

 

1:02:02.0 

 

PG:  Yeah; well most of them were Boat People that came down here in the late '70s. 

 

1:02:04.3 

 

LW:  They've been through so much already. 

 

1:02:05.5 

 

CG:  Right; this is minor. [approvingly] If you give them electricity and water they'll be up and 

running in nothing flat. 

 

1:02:10.2 

 

PG:  Well, he's already talking-- 
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1:02:10.3 

 

CG:  They have some of them there with generators. 

 

1:02:12.8 

 

PG:  Well he's talking if he can't get the dock--the dock’s his mama's business and the family 

just helps the mama out with the shrimp, and if he can't get his mama up and running or even if 

he does, he's going to get a big mold for like a 50-foot boat--to make (fiber)glass boats because 

he can see that a bunch of people lost boats and they're going to scale down. Where they had a 

70-foot boat they might want a 50-foot boat now, and he's going to start building boats. 

 

1:02:37.2 

 

CG:  Because he knows they're going to need them. 

 

1:02:38.0 

 

PG:  He knows people are going to need boats and he says they'll find the money. He said, 

“Believe me; they'll borrow it from somebody--they'll find the money.” So he feels like if he 

starts building boats--'cause he asked me; he never worked a glass mold before--he said, “Can 

you show me how to work the mold?” I said, “Yeah, if you let me get one boat out of the mold,” 
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you know. [Laughs] So I'll pay for all my own materials, but I want to build one boat. So that's 

the way I'm thinking--I'll get this one working, and I'll get a better boat. 

 

1:03:04.5 

 

LW:  Get one that can accomodate--? 

 

1:03:05.9 

 

PG:  Down the line you know. 

 

1:03:09.4 

 

CG:  If we get any help. 

 

1:03:10.4 

 

PG:  We'll do it. 

 

1:03:11.8 

 

CG:  We'll do it one way or the other. 
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1:03:13.3 

 

PG:  We came back you know from other things. 

 

1:03:15.2 

 

CG:  Oh yeah; when we first got married somebody burned our boats, so we had to start over. So 

yeah; we've been through it. 

 

1:03:20.8 

 

PG:  Yeah; we lost all the boats right after we got married, and then we went a little while and 

then the redfish ban came into effect and we lost part of our nets and part of our industry. 

 

1:03:30.5 

 

CG:  And then the speckled trout came through and we lost some more. 

 

1:03:33.1 

 

PG:  Then they finally just whacked us out in '85 with the net--'95 rather with the net ban.  

 

1:03:40.7 
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CG:  It's just they--they were getting a little older each time. [Laughs] 

 

1:03:43.7 

 

PG:  I had built up about-- 

 

1:03:46.5 

 

CG:  We can't work as hard. 

 

1:03:47.3 

 

PG:  --I guess about $200,000 worth of equipment based around fin fishing between seine boats, 

certain kind of boats for working the nets and everything else and all in the stroke of pen it's all 

illegal. You know so we've lost a lot of money throughout you know and I always tell people, 

“Fishing is just like being a high roller in Vegas, you know, fat today and broke tomorrow.” 

 

1:04:10.4 

 

LW:  Except that you’re working really hard. [All laugh] 

 

1:04:15.5 
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CG:  I've hit the broke; I haven't hit the fat yet. [Laughs] 

 

1:04:18.5 

 

PG:  It's a hit-and-miss proposition; when you spend all your money, basically, 'cause it goes 

back into equipment. 

 

1:04:23.3 

 

LW:  Yes, yes. 

 

1:04:24.1 

 

PG:  'Cause you're constantly upgrading to make things easier; you're getting older so you want 

to make things easy.  

 

1:04:30.1 

 

LW:  Well, it's really clear that you are each a resource for the other one, too. I mean ya'll aren't 

sniping, and ya'll are able to pull it together and-- 

 

1:04:42.3 
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CG:  Not at first. [Laughs] 

 

1:04:44.2 

 

PG:  Every time we've gone through something it's--it's been like a learning process. You know 

it's like somebody asked-- 

 

1:04:51.2 

 

LW:  You've got to laugh or-- 

 

1:04:51.4 

 

PG:  Yeah. Somebody asked me, “How did you know what to do in the water?” I said, “Well, I 

had sunk in the Gulf; I sunk two or three times in the lake” you know, and you learn [laughs] -- 

 

1:05:00.3 

 

CG:  I have to say, right before the house went down I figured, “Okay, this is it. I didn't think I 

was going to die but I guess I am.” He made the prediction, “If we're going to die, we're going to 

die as a family unit,” and I guess he meant it. [Laughs] But after it went down and I saw that he 

was floating, then I knew we were okay, other than Chris. I knew he had survived. He--he is 100-
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percent a survivor; he always makes everything--. My daughter came home from kindergarten 

one day. She says, “I told the teacher you could fix the toys; can you come tomorrow and fix all 

the toys 'cause my daddy knows how to fix anything,” you know. [Laughs] So it was just--that's 

what he always did; he fixes everything. It was just--my daughter had me in fear. But other than 

that, we'll survive one way or the other. 

 

1:05:37.4 

 

PG:  Well we made it; we all came out of it. We all, even the dog, made it through the thing, you 

know, and no major-- 

 

1:05:44.5 

 

CG:  Yeah; she's doing fine. 

 

1:05:46.1 

 

PG:  --injuries until after the storm.  

 

1:05:48.8 
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CG:  Yeah; [Laughs] the one weekend I went to Washington, DC, for a conference with Richard 

and them with the USDA, he comes out here to work and proceeds to take the mini-crane and 

drop it on his head. [Laughs] 

 

1:06:04.7 

 

LW:  Ouch! 

 

1:06:05.8 

 

CG:  Seven stitches he's got--seven staples he's got in his head. He had to go to my sister-in-law 

to go to the hospital, 'cause I didn't leave him money, I didn't leave him a credit card, nothing, so 

she went with him to the hospital and put it on her credit card. We just have to pay it. 

 

1:06:19.3 

 

PG:  Poured some water on top of my head. I felt a groove about that deep in my head and I said, 

“Well, I know that's bad,” and I couldn't see nothing. Then I stopped the blood and I said, “Well, 

I'll get in the truck and I'll drive to Slidell; if I don't pass out on the way I'll be all right.” 

[Laughs] 

 

1:06:36.7 
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LW:  What you learn about later...  

 

1:06:38.7 

 

PG:  Well I got to Slidell and I told my sister, “I think I need stitches.” She looked at it and she 

says, “Oh yeah, definitely.” I said, “Well, let's go to the doctor.” 

 

1:06:44.8 

 

CG:  They said it on the news, and it was at the meeting yesterday; the Department of Health 

said that the only problems they've having coming into the different clinics and stuff is injuries. 

Everything else--there's no disease; there's no illnesses; it's all injuries from people trying to 

clean up, you know, and that's what he said throughout this-- 

 

1:07:03.2 

 

PG:  Yeah; one of the politicians, when we were taking the bus ride through Plaquemines, made 

the remark when Bennie Rousselle, the Parish President--good friend of mine, said, “Well, here's 

a complete mobile hospital that was set up in front of one of the churches,” you know, he said, 

“You can do anything you want there.” And the politician said, “Well, ain't that kind of a 

waste?” [Laughs] “Not really,” he says “'cause they got people getting injured every day.” I said, 

“Yeah, look at me,” and I showed him my six staples. I said, “Everybody is doing the same thing 

I'm doing--trying to clean up, doing it by themselves, you know.” 
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1:07:29.4 

 

CG:  Yeah; the girl at the meeting yesterday with the broken shoulder. 

 

1:07:30.6 

 

PG:  And they get hurt. 

 

1:07:31.0 

 

CG:  Our friend Harry pulled the muscles or something away from the bone-- 

 

1:07:33.5 

 

PG:  Yeah; way from the bone. 

 

1:07:34.6 

 

CG:  --trying to clean up downstairs; yeah it's--this is-- 

 

1:07:39.9 
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PG:  They've having more people with chain saw accidents; they go buy a chain saw and don't 

know how to use it, so they're cutting legs and arms and-- 

 

1:07:46.2 

 

LW:  They're doing unfamiliar things and they're stressed out. 

 

1:07:47.2 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

1:07:49.0 

 

PG:  And like the doctor said yesterday, he--he-- 

 

1:07:52.5 

 

CG:  “If you haven't been on a roof in 10 years don't get on it!” [Laughs] 

 

1:07:55.6 

 

PG:  Don't get on it; I tell you, you're not up to it.  
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1:07:58.0 

 

CG:  “Hire a professional,” he said. [Laughs] 

 

1:08:00.5 

 

PG:  See that's like I--I kind of contribute--my little girl and my wife was going in a pool every 

evening for a month and a half prior to the storm. 

 

1:08:07.4 

 

CG:  Before the storm. 

 

1:08:08.6 

 

PG:  My mom was walking on a treadmill by our house and they were out of shape, and they got 

in shape better than they had been in, in a long time. And it just prepared them for what they 

went through with the storm. 

 

1:08:21.5 

 

LW:  Little did you know what-- 
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1:08:23.6 

 

CG:  Yeah, yeah. My daughter, she was so funny. Right before the house went down we were in 

my room, and she says, “Are we going to be all right?” I said, “We're going to be all right baby.” 

“How do you know that?” I said, “We’ll pray to God.” “What if God is too busy?” [Laughs]  

1:08:38.8 

 

PG:  I got them all to hold hands and we said the Lord's Prayer, and that was one of the last 

things we did before the roof went off. 

 

1:08:44.6 

 

CG:  Yes; we said the Our Father before we proceeded to move to the hall and have the roof 

come off. But it was definite,--whether you want it to be God, angels, guardian angels, family 

members, who are dead--somebody watched out for us. 

 

1:09:00.5 

 

PG:  Everything fell into place; I mean, I just reached out and stuff was there. 

 

1:09:02.5 
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CG:  'Cause there was no reason we should have survived this. No reason. At least without 

something bad, you know, something broken or cut off or-- 

 

1:09:06.6 

 

PG:  Finding her (Clara) was just--I mean, when you look at where she was at-- 

 

1:09:13.3 

 

CG:  Yeah; I took and I found a stick with a piece of paper so I could wave my flag, but all the 

trees were waving the same flag! [Laughs] 

 

1:09:19.3 

 

PG:  Those plastic bags, from us and the shop down the street, were everywhere. 

 

1:09:23.9 

 

CG:  It's clean now; it was a lot worse before. 

 

1:09:26.2 
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PG:  Before Rita, they had green pieces of webbing, that came from my place, everywhere, but 

that's one thing that helped, though. I had, probably, about 3,000 feet of rope under the house in 

rolls. When the wind got them, and they started floating unrolled, they stretched rope all over the 

place, so there was stuff to grab almost anywhere.  

 

1:09:42.9 

 

LW:  It looks like it made a-- 

 

1:09:47.3 

 

PG:  A spider web. So you had handy things, you know. So, I mean, it was like somebody 

placed all this around you so you could think, “Okay, this ain't that bad,” and then I got a hold of 

my girl by a tree limb and she was trying to hug the tree and I said, “That ain't going to work. 

You're going to stress out.” I said, “Put your leg over the fork in the tree.” I said, “You're going 

to float. Just relax you know.” She said, “That works, but I'm cold and I hurt,” so then I hugged 

her and that--that kind of helped that out and then I had my mom already just hanging there. My 

mom was fine until the tide started coming out and the thing that I tied around her was starting to 

cut under her arm and she said, “Where did this come from?” because she didn't remember. 

[Laughs] 

 

1:10:20.3 
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CG:  Yeah; 'cause she was out of it.  

 

1:10:22.5 

 

PG:  'Cause she was out of it and I didn't have a knife, so I had to figure out a way to get it loose 

without hurting her, you know. 

 

1:10:26.4 

 

LW:  It's some sturdy material. 

 

1:10:28.2 

 

PG:  Usually I got a knife in my pocket and my wallet. I took the knife and the wallet and I put it 

in a bag for my little girl--for what reason I have no idea. 

 

1:10:35.3 

 

CG:  Gone. 

 

1:10:35.8 

 

PG:  I always keep the stuff in my pocket. 
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1:10:38.1 

 

CG:  And then you don't think about it. Okay; now we were lucky enough we had the apartment 

in Baton Rouge 'cause of my little girl going to LSU. We had no identification. We had no 

money. No clothes. Now, we were lucky enough, he found one of the chest of drawers that ended 

up somewhere that he had a couple hundred dollars in. 

 

1:10:53.7 

 

PG:  Yeah; I said, “Well, I think I got $300 in this drawer,” and I thought right away, “I need a 

gun,” and I said, “If I can find the end table, that gun was in a little zipper bag, so it might be 

decent,” you know. And I did; I found the end table and found the gun. 

 

1:11:07.5 

 

CG:  'Cause the soldiers came through and said, “If you stay here you have to protect yourself; 

there will be no protection.” So--and we've heard some stories that happened in the city, you 

know, so we--we had a gun, but still--. 

 

1:11:17.6 

 

PG:  Yeah; but I found the gun and I found money. 
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1:11:21.6 

 

CG:  And my little girl was with my sister and they flew to Tennessee, well right outside--they 

drove right outside of Tennessee 'cause they were kicked out of the apartment they were in and I 

had to fly her back, you know. She had no ID, so then I had to deal with the airlines. Luckily 

enough, they were nice enough to let her fly without identification, you know. But yeah; it was--

it was a mess. It was, and it's just as much a mess now. It really is; you know Allstate has me in a 

tizzy.  

 

1:11:49.6 

 

LW:  Well let's--let's go out and look at your place. 

 

1:11:51.4 

 

CG:  Sure. 

 

1:11:57.6 

 

LW:  How long has this trailer been here, this FEMA trailer? 

 

1:12:00.5 
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PG:  [distracted, looking for glasses, keys, water] What--two--? 

 

1:12:03.0 

 

CG:  Two weeks--about two weeks.  

 

1:12:06.4 

 

LW:  The thing that has me frustrated is, I can't find anything. Like all my--these are all clothes 

that have been sent to me by my cousin who I wasn't really that close to before. 

 

1:12:17.8 

 

CG:  Oh we found our clothes; they were hanging in a tree! 

 

1:12:21.2 

 

LW:  Well I know where mine are; they're at the bottom-- 

 

1:12:24.1 
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PG:  My little girl says, “Do you think that coat is all right?” It was up at the top of this tree that 

they took down already. And I said, “Yeah; I think so.” She said, “Well, how can you get it 

down?” So I found a big long piece of pole and I got the thing down, and she brought it to the 

cleaners and they said, “No, you can't clean it. It's got mold on it.” 

 

1:12:38.1 

 

LW:  Right. Oh, that's too bad. I've got a bag of clothes I was hoping to save, but-- 

 

1:12:40.6 

 

PG:  But we're getting, you know, close to getting things done.  

 

[Pete, Clara, and Laura exit the trailer and survey the damage to the Gerica home site.] 

 

1:12:46.6 

 

LW:  Thank goodness it's cool outside now. 

 

1:12:48.9 

 

CG:  Yeah. He got this trailer through Economic Development okay because of business. A 

FEMA trailer, they come out and set you up; this one they don't. It didn't have a battery. The 
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battery system don't work. It--it just--we didn't have--it was hot and cold and we didn't--we just 

got the air to work today after two weeks.  

 

1:13:22.8 

 

PG:  You better walk this way. That's our sewage treatment plant--I had gotten a 40-foot 

container that was right here. [Background Noise] But this filled up with sand so I had to have 

that pumped out. The container fell and broke the top and it filled the whole sewage treatment 

plant up with sand so I tried shoveling it out and that wasn't going to work. I had to get a suction 

truck here to suck that out. That's what's left of the bigger boat, and that's what left of 250 crab 

traps.  

 

1:14:07.0 

 

LW:  Oh--. 

 

1:14:09.8 

 

PG:  Now I've been finding little pieces of nets and putting them on the side.  

 

1:14:23.7 

 

LW:  Will any of these be usable again? What are you going to do with them? 
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1:14:27.3 

 

PG:  I maybe got about 35 traps I could dig out of there, that's square enough that I can use 

them. But you're looking at--the cost was like $25 a piece. 

 

1:14:37.5 

 

CG:  But Johnny says as soon as we're ready he'll--he'll make us a bunch more. He's up and 

running.  

 

1:14:46.0 

 

PG:  That's a piece of wharf that was on the pylons I got next door. But that was up on my front 

gate. That just lifted--all the other wharfs are gone. My bulkhead tore up; you see that? What 

happened to my boat, it was on a trailer blocked up like we normally put them safe for a storm. 

And one of the pylons broke loose and it came across the top of the boat and just wiped all the 

deck, the cabin and everything, off. When that happened it shifted it off the trailer and the 

blocks, and then it pulled this pylon loose, the one that's up hanging this way that it was tied to--

see the rope is still coming up to it--and it pulled all the bulkhead and everything up. I mean it's 

just--it's amazing. They pulled everything up. Half the bulkhead is gone 'cause they had all the 

fiberglass paneling going out, but--. 
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1:15:32.0 

 

LW:  Now is this boat yours? 

 

1:15:34.0 

 

PG:  Yeah; that's my--that was my big boat. That's the one I'm going to try to fix. This is the 

boat that I--I got back in. It's got little holes here and there, but I can fix it. It's got a little gouge 

up under the bow here, and all along here it looks like somebody chewed on it. But that's 

cosmetics. That's from being hit on the top of the fence with the waves. They had waves actually 

going about--when the waves hit this boat they'd splash about, maybe, three feet over the cabin, 

the top of it. It took the windshield out on the other side, but it did run and that's the one I got 

them out of the tree with. This is where the house actually was. I found all them hoop nets 

underneath all these bricks and debris, and I stuffed them up here. You can see how the wall is 

kind of folded in. You know that if it was a wave it would have all been that way--not coming 

this way, you know.  

 

1:16:28.7 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

1:16:29.6 
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CG:  It was like the back wall folded out. How would a wave--how did it fold out if the wave 

pushed it in? 

 

1:16:33.5 

 

PG:  Yeah; the hole--this was a big opening. See I had breakaway walls down here too. You had 

an opening from right here—from right here to here was a door that was made out of light 

plywood. So that if you did get water, instead of it busting the house apart it would rush through 

there, go through the big windows on the side, and then rush out the front and leave the house 

alone. It was designed that way purposely--breakaway. All that area along there, up to where that 

stove is at, was our kitchen downstairs where we processed the seafood. And that's another thing; 

the stove is exactly where it was.  

 

1:17:16.2 

 

LW:  [Laughs] Just every once in a while something is intact-- 

 

1:17:17.5 

 

PG:  The stove just turned over and fell right there. They’re going to tell me that I had a wave 

that knocked my house down and left the stove there? My toolboxes, I had them all in the hall 

bathroom and that's just about where they're at, 'cause I rolled everything in there so it would be 

out of the way, so you could walk around them if you had to get down here.  
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1:17:40.4 

 

CG:  But you see what it looked like before he started cleaning is the floor--half of the floor 

from upstairs was laying on top. 

 

1:17:45.4 

 

PG:  Was shifted way over here. 

 

1:17:45.7 

 

CG:  Which I could show you. But that's it; there was no upstairs. I don't know; I just don’t--

Maybe I'm stupid, but I--I don't even know how they can say water did it. 

 

1:17:59.8 

 

LW:  Well they need to come out and see it. 

 

1:18:02.8 

 

CG:  The two adjustors said that! The two adjustors said it was wind. It's their Allstate managers 

that are saying it's not. 
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1:18:06.8 

 

PG:  If it was wave action, how would a pack of bumper stickers stay? I mean-- 

 

1:18:13.2 

 

CG:  Hold it up, Pete, where she can see it; it says you can ask for Louisiana shrimp. That's the 

right thing to ask for! 

 

1:18:17.4 

 

LW:  Let me get a picture of you with that. [Snaps photo of Pete standing within the footprint 

of his former home holding up bumper stickers reading, “Ask for Louisiana shrimp.”] 

 

1:18:20.6 

 

PG:  I'll make it where you can see it a little bit better. 

 

1:18:21.0 

 

CG:  Take the next one. 
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1:18:22.4 

 

PG:  Yeah; I'll take the next one--there we go! [Laughs] 

 

1:18:38.8 

 

PG:  She had just peeled the night before the storm; she had about 200 pounds of peeled shrimp 

in the freezer and about 500 pounds of whole shrimp. And that's my ice bin-- 

 

1:18:47.6 

 

CG:  I got my niece to come over. 

 

1:18:49.1 

 

PG:  --for my ice machine. These things here this is all my long-line stuff that I--this is a snap 

that goes onto a rope and you just [Gestures] and they got a hook on this end and that's how we 

catch fish since we can't use gill nets. And I found--I guess it's about 120 of them there but I had 

about 300 of them under the house you know. They're about 70 cents a piece. 

 

1:19:07.5 
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CG:  That's like our house we had here; [gestures toward house on lot next to the lot on which 

the Gericas’ home stood; the Gericas own both properties] it was a double house, two 

bedrooms on each side, and they tell me the water took it. Where is it? 

 

1:19:15.7 

 

LW:  And who lived in that house? 

 

1:19:16.9 

 

CG:  It was just a house I inherited from my mother, and my daughter kind of made herself a 

little apartment on one side. 

 

1:19:21.5 

 

PG:  Yeah; we had the tanning bed and stuff on one side, and I had crab shedding tanks where 

the container is at now. That was all open--there was another building-- 

 

1:19:28.7 

 

CG:  There was another building out there. 

 

1:19:29.7 
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PG:  --that was off. On one side I did fiberglass pirogues; the other side I shed crabs at, and all 

that. There's one of my seines hanging in a tree. 

 

1:19:38.8 

 

LW:  Actually that looks kind of pretty. Can I get a picture of ya'll in front of it--both of you? 

 

1:19:42.1 

 

CG:  Sure. 

 

1:19:43.9 

 

PG:  That was a $5,000 net. [Laughs] That's what's left of it. [nudges some broken glass and 

jagged metal sheeting with his foot] 

 

1:19:52.0 

 

LW:  In Orleans they've having trouble because people are starting to get out and drive around 

again, and there aren't people who can come out and deal with cut tires and things like that.  

 

1:20:06.5 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

125 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

 

CG:  Right. 

 

1:20:06.7 

 

LW:  Now don't go in a dangerous-- 

 

1:20:09.5 

 

PG:  No; come around here. 

 

1:20:12.0 

 

CG:  Far enough? 

 

1:20:12.6 

 

PG:  Watch for the nails. Come this way; you all right? 

 

1:20:15.9 

 

LW:  [picking a path through the rubble] Yeah; that's--yeah; that's great. 
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1:20:20.9 

 

CG:  [Laughs]  

 

1:20:22.9 

 

LW:  Oh ya'll look good; let me get another one. That's a good couple; that's a nice picture. I'll 

send you--do ya'll have email? 

 

1:20:36.3 

 

CG:  Yeah; our daughter. 

 

1:20:37.5 

 

LW:  Okay; I'll send it to you. 

 

1:20:39.4 

 

CG:  Yes, please; they had--I think Imagine Magazine, they just did a photo shoot right before 

the storm and she sent us the whole thing on CD, which we lost, but I'm going to call her. I'm 

sure she still has her copy. 

 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

127 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

1:20:50.5 

 

LW:  She'll probably be happy to send you a copy. 

 

1:20:57.9 

 

CG:  Sometime I'm going to ask them to send me another copy of the show too.  

 

1:21:00.5 

 

LW: The Farmers Market and the Southern Food and Beverage Museum are teaming up together 

and they're hoping to do an exhibit that will like travel around and raise awareness of the 

situation that--that-- 

 

1:21:23.1 

 

CG:  Well I just watched on TV--what's his name--Prince-- 

 

1:21:25.8 

 

LW:  Prince Charles--oh yeah. 

 

1:21:27.1 
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CG:  --went to the Farmers Market in that little town. So the Farmers Markets are a big thing 

nowadays 'cause people like the idea of getting something fresh again. 

 

1:21:35.9 

 

PG:  It's getting back to basics, basically. 

 

1:21:37.0 

 

CG:  Not foreign you know--fresh and good. 

 

1:21:39.4 

 

AE:  Yes. 

 

1:21:40.4 

 

CG:  So it's really a wonderful thing. 

 

1:21:42.2 
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LW:  Yeah; I don't know what kind of exhibit they're going to want to put together. They just 

asked me to do some early interviews and see what people are dealing with. If they would like to 

get copies of some of that pre-storm stuff, I'll get in touch with you and get contact information-- 

 

1:22:05.6 

 

CG:  Sure. 

 

1:22:05.4 

 

LW:  --because they might like to have that. Henry Amato had participated in a documentary 

that LPD did about wineries in Louisiana and so--. 

 

1:22:17.7 

 

PG:  Yeah; I saw that. 

 

1:22:19.2 

 

CG:  Yeah. [gesturing at Pete] He's in a museum somewhere. I just don't remember where. 

[Laughs] He did--he did it for some museum; it was about fish huh? 

 

1:22:28.2 
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PG:  I lost the papers because I was supposed to be proofing them all for him. It was a talking 

history thing. 

 

1:22:36.0 

 

LW:  Oh; mm-hm. 

 

1:22:36.0 

 

PG:  It was documenting the fisheries. 

 

1:22:39.6 

 

CG:  Yeah; I don't even know which museum they was at--in Ohio or something like that. 

 

1:22:43.9 

 

LW:  Oh, it's away? 

 

1:22:45.8 
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CG:  Yeah; but yeah we have the Food 911 Show we did, and we did--oh he's done a bunch of 

stuff free. 

 

1:22:50.2 

 

PG:  We did--right after the storm and first Ground Zero here was LPB and we did them. And 

then I did--well we did the press conferences--. 

 

1:23:03.9 

 

CG:  But prior to the storm you've done stuff. When John Folse came out and did a photo shoot; 

Imagine Magazine did a photo shoot; who else you did interviews with--prior to the storm? 

 

1:23:15.2 

 

PG:  Oh there was a bunches of them. 

 

1:23:16.3 

 

CG:  [swatting at clouds of gnats] Okay; they're not bothering you? 

 

1:23:19.6 
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LW:  They are now. 

 

1:23:21.0 

 

PG:  Just ignore them. [Laughs] 

 

1:23:22.4 

 

CG:  Ignore them, yeah, right. 

 

1:23:24.8 

 

LW:  What is all this that's floating by? Have you been--? 

 

1:23:28.7 

 

PG:  That stuff on the other side there is probably grass and stuff that's been pushed over from 

people cleaning their lots. You see, what I've been doing is taking all the hard stuff like bricks 

and putting it there so when I put a new bulkhead in I can just work it in. There ain't no sense in 

throwing the bricks out. Then right there where that was, that was another septic tank. 

[Background Noise] But I filled that in and now the one over there I filled in too; I'm just going 

to put another sewer treatment plan in. That's where everybody is cleaning and the tide is falling.  
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1:24:04.5 

 

CG:  Oh yeah I can show you--if we walk to the front I can show you exactly what I was using 

yeah--the marsh grass. 

 

1:24:09.9 

 

PG:  But, you know, like on top of the wharf--that's what she was on, a wharf like that. 

 

1:24:13.9 

 

CG:  While I was in the water and I kept floating up 'cause I told you I float so easily. [Laughs] 

I had to wrap my legs around a piece of grass or something down below to keep myself down. 

But it's marsh grass like that; it's like straw, and when I packed that around me that helped me 

not to be so cold like them.  

 

1:24:33.2 

 

LW:  Maybe by a degree or two? 

 

1:24:34.3 

 

CG:  Oh no; it worked good. It really did. 
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1:24:37.0 

 

LW:  Really? Wow. 

 

1:24:38.6 

 

CG:  And then where I was too, I wasn't in the wind as much, 'cause I had trees around me and I 

was back behind--see that building? Across is another building and I was about a block behind it. 

 

1:24:49.8 

 

PG:  I can't believe that buoy made it--. And that's just--I took a pipe-- 

 

1:24:52.7 

 

LW:  It's yours? 

 

1:24:54.9 

 

PG:  Yeah; I did that to hold my boat from tying it 'cause of the holes from beating on the pylon.  

 

1:25:00.4 
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CG:  It was--which tree was it? 

 

1:25:01.3 

 

PG:  Huh? 

 

1:25:02.2 

 

CG:  Which tree was it? I can't--? 

 

1:25:03.3 

 

PG:  Straight across--straight over here, we've got like an orange bag and a black bag.  

[Pete identifies the tree to which he secured his mother and daughter during the storm by the 

plastic trash bags that are hanging in it.  Almost every tree in sight bears some sort of debris.] 

 

1:25:08.0 

 

CG:  Right across the street is where they were, so they were out in the open. They were out in 

the open. 

 

1:25:13.8 
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LW: May I get a picture of you showing the marsh grass? Hopefully that won't be a tip that 

future people will have to know about but you never know. [Laughs, then expresses concern 

about mold or living things potentially living in the dead grasses as Clara mimics stuffing her 

shirt with the grass] Don't-- 

 

1:25:31.6 

 

CG:  No; that's okay. He checked it.  

 

1:25:34.3 

 

PG:  The things I just picked up ain't got none in it. 

 

1:25:44.7 

 

LW:  You know, that's one thing that was reported on the news; the reporters kept talking about 

snakes and alligators—of course they have no idea about our geography—and they were making 

it sound like alligators are swimming through the suburbs of New Orleans and Jefferson Parish. 

 

1:26:05.44 

 

CG:  [Laughs] 
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1:26:06.4 

 

PG:  Well, they had one guy in St. Bernard, as the water was coming up he took his dog and 

stuff, to go up to the second floor of his house, and he had an eight-foot alligator climb up the 

steps following him. 

 

1:26:14.5 

 

LW:  No! 

 

1:26:16.1 

 

PG:  In fact the Fire Chief was talking about it on the TV the next day. 

 

1:26:20.5 

 

CG:  Yeah. 

 

1:26:22.3 

 

LW:  I have a friend in St. Bernard whose name is Barry Lemoines. For a long time he has been 

interviewing people who went through Betsy. He is active in community theater and they were 
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doing a play called “Voices from the Storm” and it pretty much used what people had said about 

Betsy, and local actors were playing them. One of the actors was an older lady and the character 

she plays was a real person who lost her husband during the storm. One day she told me that she 

had had almost the exact same experience as the person she plays. She couldn't stand up and say, 

“This is what happened to me,” but she did it as this other lady, pretending to be this other lady, 

and she said it really helped her to talk about it that way.  

 

1:27:21.2 

 

PG:  Well I got a friend of mine, Gerald Hoist with the Cooperative Extension Service.  He was 

a young man when Betsy hit, in the military in the National Guard, and he's one of the ones that 

was out there picking up the bodies and everything. Well, seeing all this all over again and 

watching this stuff on TV, he's having flashbacks from Betsy. 

 

1:27:39.8 

 

LW:  I'm sure a lot of people are. 

 

1:27:40.7 

 

PG:  And he's on--you know he's got a lot of trouble, and he don't know how to cope with, it you 

know. It's driving him crazy 'cause he can't get control of it. 
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1:27:47.0 

 

CG:  See I was only 13 for Betsy; so it's a different-- 

 

 

1:27:52.8 

 

PG:  I went through it with dad and we had like a little 14-foot boat and we took everybody out 

of our house to the two-story house across the street at about 12 o'clock at night. Then from that 

point we took people from their houses in the neighborhood and brought them to the school. The 

school didn't want us to be there, and they were going to put my dad in jail. And he said, “I'll 

bring a cop in the morning and you can get him to put me in jail.” He said, “His wife is already 

in here.” So I mean it was just the same old stuff we went through this time. The real thing that I 

really want somebody to investigate is where the levee broke.  

 

1:28:27.8 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

1:28:27.8 

 

CG:  For Betsy.  
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[All picking along through debris toward the tree to which Pete tied his mother and daughter 

using cable wire, until he could clear his boat, get it working, and deposit them into the boat 

before setting off to find his wife]  

 

1:31:10.2 

 

CG:  [pointing to a spindly tree that is taller than the others in the woods across the road from 

the Gericas’ property] There was the tree right here. 

 

1:31:11.9 

 

LW:  That they were hanging onto? 

 

1:31:12.4 

 

CG:  That they were, yeah. 

 

1:31:14.7 

 

LW:  That they--oh my gosh. 

 

1:31:15.5 
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CG:  That little black thing there. 

 

1:31:15.0 

 

PG:  That's the purse I tied. That's the height the water was when I swam up--where this knot is 

on the handle of the purse. 

 

1:31:23.6 

 

AE:  Wow. 

 

1:31:23.6 

 

CG:  So the water didn't get high enough to get my top floor.  

 

1:31:33.0 

 

PG:  The water got about this far from the top of that little tree. That little tree was right in the 

bend, so it might have been a little shallow there. And I estimated about maybe 10 feet on the 

center on the street--you know no more than that. [Background Noise] Like I said, you can look 

at the slab on the side of the street you know--. And I had 13 feet above that, so I mean, there's 

no way in hell. I got to move this boat yet, and I got to move that one, and I got to get that one 

right-side up and get it out. Now that one I couldn't figure out--that boat there came at me and I--
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I told mom, “This could be good and this could be bad. If the boat is coming towards us, maybe 

we can—” But then I said, “Nah, we don't want to jump into the boat. Stay in the tree.” But the 

boat stopped and I couldn't figure it out--it was coming, and it stopped, about from where we are 

to this tree, away from us. I said, “What the hell is holding that boat?” I had one of these black, 

hundred-foot, heavy duty garden hoses that kind of wrapped in the rope, the back of it, and it was 

like a bungee cord. It would let it come to you and then it would go away. It was, like, to tease 

you; it's coming—aargh!—and then it goes, you know! It was half sunk, doing that, and I said, 

“This is--I don't understand this one,” you know. [All laugh] 

 

1:32:52.5 

 

LW:  Oh, I see a drum kit, too. 

 

1:32:55.1 

 

CG:  That was (scattered) all over. We just put it back together because my niece made a 

comment that her son said, “Oh, that beautiful drum set.” Well, he's eight and we helped raise 

my niece, so this is payback. 

 

1:33:12.6 

 

PG:  Yeah; so I'm going to clean them up and give them to him, you know. 
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1:33:15.5 

 

CG:  We're not even going to warn her 'cause it's my sister and her two daughters and their 

families living in one house.  

 

1:33:28.3 

 

PG:  Sixty-one inch Sony was around that turn, but yet the two flat screen, 24-inches were 

behind the building. 

 

1:33:36.2 

 

LW:  Oh. 

 

1:33:36.4 

 

CG:  That's the building I was behind; see that first building. 

 

1:33:38.7 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

1:33:38.4 
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PG:  And right straight through this--the debris right here--[Background Noise]--maybe about a 

half a block back there.  

 

1:33:52.4 

 

CG:  We can walk this way if you want. 

 

1:33:53.3 

 

PG:  And that's what's left of her car. 

 

1:33:56.7 

 

LW:  It was beautiful. 

 

1:33:57.3 

 

CG:  Yes; it was--2004.  

 

1:34:00.4 

 

LW:  Oh, no. 
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1:34:02.9 

 

CG:  That's what I used for the market. But we got one. We’ll share. 

 

1:34:13.8 

 

PG:  Now that's somebody inside the Canal.  

 

1:34:18.6 

 

CG:  On this side? 

 

1:34:19.8 

 

PG:  I hope they're not--I hope not. 

 

1:34:22.8 

 

CG:  Yeah; me too. 

 

1:34:24.0 
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PG:  Still got to find the safe, which has got her wedding set in it, all her jewelry she got from 

her mother--.  

 

1:34:34.7 

 

CG:  My ring my daughter had from her great-grandmother, my cemetery plot papers. 

 

1:34:41.2 

 

PG:  Thirty-three thousand dollars in cash but that--that ain't nothing compared to the other stuff.  

 

1:34:43.7 

 

LW:  Compared to these family things. 

 

1:34:46.7 

 

PG:  You know I got a solid gold watch, fisherman's cards-- [Background Noise]. 

 

1:34:52.0 

 

LW:  Is there any chance it's under all that stuff? 
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1:34:54.4 

 

CG:  No. 

 

1:34:54.4 

 

LW:  It could be anywhere though huh? 

 

1:34:57.2 

 

PG:  No; it passed me. It passed me up; it's in there somewhere and I'm hoping it wasn't on the 

levee where they plowed everything up. 

 

1:35:03.3 

 

CG:  My daughter said that when she was on the door she saw her stuff passing, and thought 

“Oh I could save that! Oh I could save that! Wait, no; I don't have nowhere to put it!” [Laughs] 

 

1:35:10.5 

 

LW:  Right; I could put it in my pocket, but, oops, no pants! 

 

1:35:11.1 
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PG:  That was the whole thing. 

 

1:35:13.5 

 

CG:  Poor baby. [Laughs] 

 

1:35:14.0 

 

PG:  You know and it's--you're trying to think of things that you could do but you really can't. 

You just got to let it all pass you up. You can't do anything with it. 

 

1:35:21.8 

 

LW:  Yes; you--you just may have to make that mental adjustment--so fast though.  

 

1:35:27.5 

 

PG:  That's like the few little things I've picked up--we'd just find stuff in the ground and pick it 

up, and some of this you may and may not be able to clean, you know. 

 

1:35:36.2 
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LW:  Right, right. 

 

1:35:37.0 

 

CG:  Believe it or not-- 

 

1:35:37.7 

 

PG:  But she found most of her silverware. 

 

1:35:38.9 

 

CG:  Yeah; none of my china or my crystal survived, which I didn't expect that, 'cause it was 

good crystal. But my good flatware, I found almost all of it. It was buried in the mud right here 

and it was in a china cabinet on that back wall over there. Most of my good dishes we found. 

 

1:36:01.3 

 

PG:  The top half in one section over there, and the lower half in another section of the china 

cabinet. 

 

1:36:06.8 
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CG:  When he was trying to save stuff, he put three or four of my chairs that were in good shape 

on the side, and somebody stole them. 

 

1:36:12.5 

 

PG:  Yeah. 

 

1:36:12.6 

 

LW:  That's--that's hard to believe-- 

 

1:36:15.9 

 

PG:  Oak chairs, and I pulled them on the side and I said, “Well, I'll come back and clean them 

up” and there was a little kneeboard for water skiing, couple hundred dollar thing, you know, and 

I came back about three hours later--gone.  

 

1:36:30.4 

 

LW:  That's--that's pretty low. 

 

1:36:32.0 
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PG:  My little girl's car was in the street like that, and somebody stopped and took the 

windshield wiper blades off.  

 

1:36:38.5 

 

LW:  No! 

 

1:36:38.7 

 

CG:  Yes. 

 

1:36:39.1 

 

PG:  I can't believe that somebody would be that hard up for a set of windshield wiper blades, 

you know. It don't bother me that they took the blades; it's the principle of the thing.  

 

1:36:48.4 

 

CG:  If you're not taking pictures we can go back in--in the trailer. 

 

1:36:49.5 

 

LW:  Well, I don't want to keep ya'll for much longer. 
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1:36:52.0 

 

CG:  Well, I don't mind. When we're finished we're going to head back to Baton Rouge. Right 

now, I don't know about you, but—[swatting at the gnats] 

 

1:37:00.9 

 

LW:  They'll eat you up, huh? 

 

1:37:03.4 

 

CG:  I don't want to swallow them. [Laughs] 

 

1:37:06.3 

 

LW:  Right. 

 

1:37:06.2 

 

CG:  Is he behind you? No. You got to slam it. There you go. 

 

1:37:21.0 



Interview of: Pete & Clara Gerica  March 28, 2006 
Interviewer: Laura Westbrook 
Interview Date: November 2, 2005 
 

153 
Transcript provided by: 

Shelley M. Chance t/a Pro.Docs 
www.prodocservices.com 

 

 

LW:  May I take a picture of you in the trailer? 

 

1:37:25.7 

 

CG:  Oh sure.  

 

1:37:27.1 

 

LW:  There. [Laughs] How long has the trailer been here? 

 

1:37:32.6 

 

CG:  Just two weeks, and something is wrong with the system so you can't--. We just could get 

air today. But what we were doing before is, we would stay in Baton Rouge two days, drive all 

the way down here, and work all day, and then drive back. At that point you were talking about 

two or three hours in the morning, two to three hours in the evening driving back because of the 

traffic, so you wouldn’t have a lot of time to work. The Bobcat we have is the Davis’. He’s 

renting it and he’s letting us use it you know; so we’re trying to get as much done as we can. So 

we’ll stay here a day or two and then go back to Baton Rouge and get a good meal. I have to say 

today the meal from Red Cross wasn’t bad. 

 

1:38:21.0 
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LW:  What was it? 

 

1:38:23.2 

 

CG:  Some kind of potatoes and ham hash, string beans, and peaches, and then they gave us 

chips and drinks and juice. 

 

1:38:30.1 

 

LW:  Did they swing by or--? 

 

1:38:32.4 

 

CG:  They passed us. They had stopped one day when he was busy and he told them, “No, thank 

you.” But they were in Venetian Isles and a friend of ours said she was going to get her lunch so 

I went and got my lunch, but they're riding up and down in Venetian Isles giving out lunches--

hot lunches. It helps; it really does. I'm a little tired of Chef Boyardee.  

 

1:38:52.3 

 

LW:  Yes. 
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1:38:52.9 

 

CG:  I like it but I'm a little tired of it. 

 

1:38:56.6 

 

LW:  Have you had any time to yourself?  I'm hearing people saying that some of the time there 

are stretches where there's nothing for them to do. 

 

1:39:06.9 

 

CG:  Oh no; we don't have that. [laughs] 

 

1:39:07.7 

 

LW:  You're not having that at all, huh? 

 

1:39:08.3 

 

CG:  Well, because of everything else we're doing. I went to Alabama to the Farmers Market for 

that conference with Pete, which was a real lifesaver for me and him. We needed that. I just went 

with Chris, my daughter, to Washington, DC, for the Farmers Market. In between, he's working 

with the Legislators and other officials and--and fishermen, and buyers, and so forth, trying to 
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get something going. So if he's not on the phone, or not going to a meeting, then he's out here 

working. So we really don't have--today I took it easy. This was the first for a while, you know--

'cause if I'm not helping him, which I'm not a big help because of my legs, I'm doing phone calls. 

You've got to see what's going on with the phone company, the electric company; people are 

receiving electric bills, you know, but they're saying it's for August. One lady said, “Oh no; I got 

mine here and it says September.” [Laughs] 

 

1:40:05.1 

 

PG:  But a lot of them that's getting their bills, it's the pro-rated bill. 

 

1:40:07.7 

 

CG:  Pro-rated people, or your bill from August. 

 

1:40:09.9 

 

PG:  That's like my mama got hers but hers is pro-rated throughout the year, so yeah that--that-- 

 

1:40:16.3 

 

CG:  But between calling insurance adjustors and calling-- It's a full-time job--Red Cross, 

FEMA--it's constant. I keep a list. I have a notebook and I keep a list going constantly of 
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everything, running into Wal-Mart. When we got the trailer you had to buy everything new. You 

didn't have a fork; you didn't have a sheet or a towel or any of that kind of stuff, which adds up 

fast. 

 

1:40:36.1 

 

LW:  It does. 

 

1:40:37.9 

 

CG: You know thank goodness for Food Stamps. We get Food Stamps right now which is 

helping a lot with the drinks, even though it's not the food, the drinks alone, 'cause everything is 

bottled. You can't just go get a faucet of water, a glass of water or some ice cubes, you know. 

You don't have that, 'cause we don't have it working. It's hard, and then no money coming in. It 

makes it even harder other than unemployment--$98 a week. I spend more than that at Wal-Mart. 

[Laughs] Actually, we spend more than that in gas, you know. He has to use both our 

unemployment cards to get the gas to come back and forth, so it's--it's a mess. 

 

1:41:18.0 

 

LW:  It is a mess. 

 

1:41:19.9 
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CG:  When I went to that conference in Alabama, I learned there is an insurance now for farmers 

and fishermen, to help with their crop or their income, and it's going to be based on your gross 

income that you pay for insurance. Then if there's a disaster you are reimbursed or covered. 

North Carolina has it, I believe the gentleman said, and maybe one or two other States. So Black 

got the representatives to write a letter to Washington to try and get that here, to try--it's no good 

now but it will be good for the future. 

 

1:41:51.6 

 

PG:  There was seven of them signed on so it would get attention, and I'll push it when I go up 

there Monday. 

 

1:41:57.7 

 

CG:  Yeah; we're going to go talk--that's what we're doing Monday; we'll be talking to Senators 

and the Insurance Commissioner Monday and then Monday night is the Council Meeting in 

Baton Rouge, the City of New Orleans Council Meeting in Baton Rouge at a church, and then 

Tuesday. 

 

1:42:08.6 

 

PG:  I get my shot at Nagin. 
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1:42:09.2 

 

CG:  Yeah; then Tuesday we got that and then we got--he's got an Advisory Panel Meeting he's 

got to go to, so we stay very busy. There is no down time. 

 

1:42:21.0 

 

LW:  Right; you didn't have much before this, but now it's just different activities. 

 

1:42:26.7 

 

PG:  Well yeah; you try--in the meantime with all this. I got a friend of mine who is with the city 

planner's office and an inspector and he's in the construction business. Well he's got the plans 

where I built the place originally. So I got him hunting up a set of plans that I can take and sit 

down someplace and modify them, so I can get them to an engineer to make sure that what I 

want to do is sound. 

 

1:42:48.1 

 

CG:  'Cause we want to add on a bedroom for his mother, so if she can't rebuild she'll have a 

place to go. 
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1:42:53.3 

 

PG:  So I want to add on a section to put an elevator in but I want to make it wide enough that 

you can get a piece of furniture through, which would make it wide enough you can get a bed 

through. In case somebody gets sick and you got to get them out on a stretcher, you can lower 

them down, 'cause the house is going to be high. 

 

1:43:07.1 

 

CG:  We're figuring for somebody being sick; we didn't figure that the first time. But this time 

we're going to figure it in. 

 

1:43:12.1 

 

PG:  But I'm figuring on it having-- 

 

1:43:12.7 

 

LW:  You're at a different stage in your life now where you may have parents to care for that 

way-- 

 

1:43:17.1 
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CG:  I wanted my father out here before he died, and he wanted to come out there but I really 

couldn't handle it. I couldn't have got a hospital bed up, 'cause we didn't have back steps and you 

couldn't get them up my center steps. 

 

1:43:28.2 

 

PG:  Yeah; it's too hard to make the turns and all. 

 

1:43:30.5 

 

CG:  Right; and--and I would have liked to have had him. 

 

1:43:32.0 

 

PG:  If I could have had him in the kitchen, just took the kitchen table out and let his bed face 

the bay window, he could have seen all the Bayou and all that--that would have been great for 

him. 

 

1:43:39.5 

 

CG:  'Cause he was born on Irish Bayou and he grew up on Irish Bayou, you know, and he 

would come out here just to sit in the back yard and watch the water. That was pleasure for him 

until he died of lung cancer. I would have liked that. 
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1:43:52.3 

 

LW:  How long ago was that? 

 

1:43:55.5 

 

CG:  Oh that's been--mama has been three, so daddy is about eight? 

 

1:43:58.5 

 

PG:  I'd say about eight years. 

 

1:44:00.8 

 

CG:  Now my mother, on the other hand, she could have stayed away. [Laughs] She didn't like 

it. This wasn't her thing. But my father would have loved it. [Laughs] 

 

 

1:44:15.2 

 

PG:  I'm going to go bigger and better. 
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1:44:17.9 

 

CG:  Stronger; we're going to go stronger. 

 

1:44:22.5 

 

PG:  I want to look at cement, because that way you can kind of cancel out termites, but I know 

cinderblocks didn't work. Three or four houses down there had cinderblock walls. When the 

water got in, the water couldn't get out so it pushed the walls out. So we know that's no good; 

and the ones that had--  With a couple of my friends, we built houses in Venetian Isles, and we 

poured cement between columns and put iron in them. They held fine. So cement with iron is the 

way to go; so that's what I want to see if I can get on the slab I got. If it's got enough foundation, 

which I think it does, to hold the weight I want to add to it. 

 

1:45:00.5 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

1:45:00.5 

 

PG:  And go up with steel, and I can do the steel work myself. So I'll save that money.  

 

1:45:05.9 
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CG:  Well he did a lot at the house before himself. He hung a lot of the sheetrock. 

 

1:45:09.6 

 

LW:  So your new house will look a lot like the old house--? 

 

1:45:09.6 

 

CG:  Just about the same? 

 

1:45:11.7 

 

PG:  A little taller and a lot stronger. 

 

1:45:15.5 

 

CG:  Yeah; and maybe a different color. [Laughs] 

 

1:45:17.4 

 

PG:  Yeah. I was looking at my mom's house. My mom's house had water about five feet up the 

bricks, and you can hardly see the line where the water was for 15 days, and the mortar and 
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everything looks fine. I could take her house and pressure wash it on the outside, and it's going to 

look like a new house again. Of course the inside is a whole other problem. [Laughs] 

 

1:45:39.7 

 

LW:  Yes. 

 

1:45:40.0 

 

CG:  Yeah; it will look like a new house when he gets through with it. [Laughs] 

 

1:45:43.6 

 

PG:  Our insurance adjustor is not lying and he can push it through. I think I'm going to get the 

ceilings and the roof for her. If I can get it dried out and they pay for the roof, I can take half the 

house and instead of having a 3,200 square foot house she'll have like an 1,100 extension, 'cause 

they got a kitchen back there. We had it set up for my grandmother, the utility room, a bedroom, 

and a nice little den. And just take the rest of the house and just do it as the money comes in. But 

it will be storage for her. 

 

1:46:17.9 

 

CG:  It all depends; it all just depends on how all of this turns out. 
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1:46:21.1 

 

PG:  Yeah; how all the insurance falls in. If everything falls into place with the boat, I can fix the 

boat. Getting the motor is going to be a problem 'cause the motor is about $19,000. And I lost the 

motor in that boat, I lost a brand new outboard that cost $12,000 over there, and also I had three 

motors that were rebuilt underneath the house-- 

 

1:46:42.5 

 

CG:  That we lost. 

 

1:46:43.1 

 

PG:  They're all gone; I got one that runs, though, so I figure the one running can get me another 

motor in that boat. 

 

1:46:47.4 

 

CG:  Get it started, and he can crab and fish and catfish and all with that boat, and then shrimp 

with Steve or with Ronnie, either one of those, so he can still shrimp and he can still fish and he 

can still crab. It's just going to be on a smaller scale. 
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1:47:00.3 

 

PG:  But just to get started--I lost all my electronics, so I have no more radar or GPS or nothing. 

 

1:47:05.8 

 

CG:  He had a little thing this big of tools. [Laughs] 

 

1:47:09.8 

 

PG:  My log books, which they're going to be collecting my log books and my padding books 

for the last 25 years, the log books had all the spots and what time of the year, what kind of wind 

conditions and all that where you go, and you more than likely were going to do something. 

[Phone Rings] And all that's gone; so I got to build all that back up. 

 

[End Pete & Clara Gerica] 


